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Haitian E Seriously Affected 
y y ecTe , i a. 3% 
By Combination of Developments Quick Serviceliglain 
Information on all phases of work . 
The Haitian economic situation in the first quarter of 1957 was pe gene comprehensive economig l) 
seriously affected by unsettled political affairs, strikes, poor crops ier "ee Maoedl to “deta at ew dh 
resulting from drought in the northern area, a sharp decline in tourist quickly and directly available j} on Latin 
trade, and a weakened Government fiscal condition. businessmen in their own substanti 
Firsthand reports from building materials suppliers forecast a through the 33 Field Offices of thy} Reserve 
decline in 1957 of 50 to 60 percent from -——— He U. S. Department of Commeree, «| nounced. 
the volume of private construction in tne end of this fiscal year. Conveniently located in the bug.| New | 
1956. The Government, following a The Haitian National Bank’s position ness centers of the United States, ty \ million © 
fiscal policy of retrenchment and with might be strengthened in coming Field Offices are staffed with foreigy| since Ju 
only meager funds available for capital months by @nancial and technical as- trade specialists who keep abregg} bia, Cub 
expansion, was not in a position tO sictance from the International Mone- of developments in the United Statg} responsit 
undertake new public works projects. 2: Fund and other’ sources. Total and abroad. Aided ‘by the currey Venezue 
With orders and repayments slow, deposits at the bank declined almost information and publications sent jj} million, 
several businesses were cutting back or 0 percent, from 70.7 million gourdes them regularly from Washington, $3.3 mill 
planning to close shop. to 56.9 million gourdes in the crucial they are well equipped to serve worl] precedin 
The general attitude of the business first 5 months of fiscal 1957 (October traders in their communities. Cuba re 
community has been to write off 1957 1956 through February 1957). Proceeds Supplementing these Field Office lion, T 
as a losing year, await the outcome of from the special coffee tax amount to is a coast-to-coast network of som by $1. 
the promised elections, and look toward an additional credit of 5.5 million 800 cooperative offices—local cham | @afts 
an eventual improvement in the next’ gourdes but are set aside in a special bers of commerce and other busineg million. 
6 to 9 months. account for payment of a short-term organizations—which have been fun Draft 
A trade deficit of about $4 million is dollar debt to a U. S. bank, which nished with Department publica countri¢ 
estimated for 1957, with exports ex- matures in March and June 1957. and reference materials for use $1.1 mi. 
pected to reach $36 million and imports Private Savings Decline businessmen. ; Brazilia 
$40 million. A decline in tourist income Coffee t Hecti thi a The addresses of the Department] est dec 
is expected, from about $7.5 million in | ad 5~ — rag ws iy ate Field aay agent “41 1 
1956 to not more than $6.5 million in oe — rm , 5 poe he _ Albequergs Mex., Room 321, Pot droppec 
moet the debt is payable in dollars. Coffee fice Bld while 
the current year. Haitian sources are nein di te fae te d it ate ‘Ga. 604 Volunteer Bldg, @ ‘ 
concerned that the series of strikes in | 9 a y be — me E Luckie St. NW » ®) million 
Europe and the United States in 1956 a wl _— re ’ ra —— my I U. S. Post Office anf} the pr 
and increased freight charges will et 08 i oy aye sce — Buffale 3, Y., 1i7 Ellicott St. canaes 
result in higher prices for Haitian im- wrens tem rrcey a eps soma - Charleston 4. LS ext’ End ‘Breed oo ek 
ports of foodstuffs, clothing, and °—- ange snk was also resecten in Cheyenne, Wyo., 307 Federal Office Blig A 
consumer goods the sharp decline in private savings and Chicage 6, Hi., 226 W. Jackson Blvd. i 
. demand deposits from 59 million gourdes arn ia 2. —aie, 442 U. S. Post Offa Sine 
Coffee Crop Outlook Poor in September 1956 to 45.9 miliion at Clavcisoa 14. Obie, 1100 Chester Ave. sizably 
The outlook for Haiti’s major export the end of February. oases ses 1. ome > 104, Merchandia | aggreg 
crop, coffee, is poor. Only 214,197 bags The money supply, which usually panett Osis. 14d New Customhoumn | Ameri 
of coffee were registered for export by shows a seasonal increase in the export ; same aee Me bear be! roy Bie. maa increai 
the end of March. Calculated on the and tourist season, actually declined in ‘Office Bid pate: “Seeor ‘ rise b 
basis that from 70 to 75 percent of the’ the first 5 months of fiscal 1957. Last ye ened a ex. 430 quer 26 RI to $17 
: ‘ ae 
total year’s sales are. made by that year the money supply in the corre- Kansas City 6, Me, Federal Office Blig” ) Million 
time, the season shipment will amount sponding period went up by about 30 ee ~<a 8 ee The 
to about 300,000 bags. These figures million gourdes, while this year it Miami 32, Fla. 300 NE First Ave. uted 
are in terms of 60-pound bags used for declined 5 million gourdes, reflecting a ee 1, Minn., 319 Metropolitan increa 
the first time this year by Haiti. In comparative decline of about 25 per- ee eS 12, La., 333 St. Charles AW whose 
terms of the 80-pound standard used cent in business activity. Pade bi BS oe a = +. millio’ 
previously the total drops to 225,000 | The National Bank has not increased Phoenix. Ariz., 137'N. Second Ave. 0 33 
bags, the poorest year on record. its holding of Government bonds since Pittsburgh 22, Pa., 107 Sixth St. 0 $3 
Several large construction projects the end of October 1956, possibly be- a 4, Oreg., 217 Old U. & Say ing 01 
are near completion, so an ebb in the cause it has not been able to absorb eae ens, 1 a ave. Post Oa millio 
flow of foreign capital this year is ex- further deficit financing. In the period Bldg Meaty " indeb 
5 Ss ® > me > St. Louis 1,-Me., 910 New Federal 
pected. Serv ~— charges on the public Neptember through February, private Sait Lake City 1. Utah, 222 SW. Temple — 
debt are ge With Er and dollar _ credit appeared to be engaging a San Francisco il, Calif., Room 41 Tespe 
reserves at a low level, the country arger proportion of the bank’s re- tomhouse. | t L The 
is faced with a substantial balance-of- sources than is usual; Government Sereat Office Bide. U. &. Courten letter 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





latin American Debt to 


l). §. Exporters Rises 


New drafts drawn by U. S. exporters 
on Latin American importers increased 
substantially in March, the Federal 
Reserve Bank of New York has an- 
nounced. 

New drafts drawn rose by $13.9 
million to $48.4 million, the highest 
since June 1952. Brazil, Chile, Colom- 
bia, Cuba, and Venezuela were mainly 
responsible for the rise. Drawings on 
Venezuela rose by $3.4 million to $9.7 
million, and drawings on Colombia of 
$3.3 million were $2.2 million above the 
preceding month. New drafts drawn on 
Cuba rose by $1.7 million to $5.5 mil- 
lion, and drawings on Brazil increased 
by $1.2 million to $4.7 million. New 
drafts drawn on Chile totaled $2.4 
million. 

Drafts payments by Latin American 
countries amounted to $36.9 million, 
$1.1 million below the February figure. 
Brazilian remittances showed the larg- 
est decline, falling by $1.1 million to 
$4.1 million. Peruvian remittances 
dropped by $0.8 million to $3 million, 
while Venezuelan payments of $7.7 
million were $0.5 million less than in 
the preceding month. Mexican remit- 
tances increased by $1 million to $4.3 
million. 

Aggregate Debt $11.5 Million 

Since new drafts drawn increased 
sizably while payments declined, the 
aggregate draft indebtedness of Latin 
American importers to U. S. exporters 
increased by $11.5 million. The March 
rise brought total drafts outstanding 
to $178.6 million, compared with $167.1 
million at the end of February. 


The rise in indebtedness was distrib- 
uted among 20 countries. The largest 
increases were recorded by Columbia, 
whose indebtedness increased by $2.5 
million to $50.1 million, and Venezuela, 
whose obligations rose by $2 million 
to $32.4 million. Collections outstand- 
ing on Cuba, at $11.7 million, were $1.6 
million above the February level. The 
indebtedness of Chile and Peru in- 
creased to $5.5 million and $11.2 million, 
respectively. 

The amount of outstanding confirmed 
letters of credit issued by the report- 
ing banks in favor of U. S. exporters 
declined by $10.1 million to $205.3 
million, Outstandings on Argentina 
decreased by $4.2 million to $63.5 mil- 
lion. Outstandings on Uruguay also 
declined considerably, falling by $3.2 
million to $7.1 million. Outstanding 
confirmed letters of credit on Colombia 
dropped by $2.6 million to $8.5 million, 
the lowest since November 1949. In 
contrast, outstandings on Panama rose 
by $2.6 million to $6.2 million. 
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New Zealand Takes Steps To Maintain 
Markets for Growing Export Production 


Uncertainty about the future of markets for New Zealand’s primary 
production seemed to be in the background of most of the’ significant 
economic events which occurred in the first quarter of 1957. 

It was particularly evident in the decision to send a Ministerial 
trade mission to the United Kingdom. The consensus in New Zealand 


was that one important responsibility 
of the present trade mission is to re- 
dress the balance of advantages under 
the Ottawa agreement of 1932 with 
the United Kingdom, which in recent 
years has shifted strongly against New 
Zealand. The United Kingdom market 
for New Zealand products is near the 
saturation point and considerable feel- 
ing exists in business and Government 
circles that other markets must be 
found for New Zealand’s growing ex- 
port production. 

Uncertainty about export earnings in 
the coming year was cited by the 
Minister of Finance as the basic reason 
for the expected continuation of the 
current degree of credit restraint. The 
economy, however, continues to operate 
at very high levels, and the immediate 
problems are those accompanying. ex- 
pansion and development rather than 
those of depression or stagnation, 


Trade Mission Visits U. K. 

The Deputy Prime Minister headed 
a delegation consisting of officials of 
the Departments of Agriculture, Treas- 
ury, Customs, and Industries and Com- 
merce, and representatives of primary 
producer organizations and the New 
Zealand Manufacturers’ Federation 
which left for London on March 29 to 
negotiate a possible revision of the 1932 
Ottawa Agreement, 


The departing delegation emphasized 
the need to strengthen rather than to 
weaken ties with the United Kingdom. 
Some members of the delegation ex- 
pressed this idea in terms of hope that 
New Zealand would not be driven else- 
where than the United Kingdom for its 
export and import markets. Both Gov- 
ernment officials and the press in dis- 
cussing the negotiations have main- 
tained a restrained attitude, obviously 
attempting to avoid creating overop- 
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timism about the possible achievements 
of the mission. 

The Minister of Industries and Com- 
merce, in an address on April 3 setting 


_ forth New Zealand’s views on the Euro- 


pean common market and free trade 
area, stated that the trade mission to 
the United Kingdom would attempt to 
clarify the potential effects of these 
projects on New Zealand. He specifical- 
ly mentioned that some difficulties 
might arise out of the inclusion in the 
projected customs union of the de- 
pendent territories of the 6 signees of 
the Common Market Treaty, although 
he noted that the major exports of 
New Zealand would: not be affected. 

He also mentioned, in connection 
with the free trade area proposal, that 
Denmark, one of New Zealand’s main 
competitors, might be given a preferen- 
tial position in the European market. 
Even though the United Kingdom's 
position calls for the @xclusion of food 
products from the free trade area plan, 
he said that New Zealanders must 
realistically face the fact that the 
United Kingdom might be asked to 
reconsider this stand, 


Credit Policy Unchanged 


Businessmen were told by the Min- 
ister of Finance on. March 20 that 
credit policies of the Government would 
continue generally unchanged in the 
absence of a welcome increase in over- 
sea prices for New Zealand’s primary 
products. He pointed out that total 
oversea earnings in the current year 
were expected to be from NZ£5-10 mil- 
lion below those of the past year 
(1NZ£ = US$2.80). 

Other indications leading ‘to a go- 
slow policy on easing credit restrictions 
were cited as follows: (1) a tendency 
for some retail prices to rise; (2) a 
decline in rate of. increase of small 
savings since Christmas; (3) the out- 
look for primary product sales over- 
seas; and (4) the still unsatisfactory 
level of oversea assets—NZ£87 million 
compared with NZ£83 million a year 
earlier.—U. S. Embassy, Wellington. 





Korean output of tobacce products in 
1956, totaling 40.6 million pounds, was 2 
percent below the 1955 level of 41.4 mil- 
lion, the Foreign Agricultural Service 
reports. 

Cigarette production in 1956 account- 
ed for 70 percent of total output, in 
contrast to 41 percent in 1950, 
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Greek Crop Prospects Brightened; 
Production in Seasonal Upswing 


The economic situation in Greece in March brightened, with the 
favorable changes in the weather and the reopening of the Suez Canal. 
Cool weather and rainfall which terminated a long period of 
drought were beneficial to agriculture, improving 1957 crop prospects, 
and to livestock raising. Winter grain crops are developing satisfactorily 


and more plentiful pasturage has re- 
duced the dependence of livestock 
breeders on imported dry feedstuffs. 
Seedbed preparation for spring plant- 
ings is also proceeding satisfactorily. 


The marketing of the 1956 crop, par- 
ticularly tobacco and cotton, is moving 
toward a satisfactory conclusion. To- 
bacco buying at the farm level contin- 
ued lively and prices paid have averaged 
over 20 percent higher than last year. 
By March 25 approximately 52,000 
metric tons of 1956-crop tobacco had 


been sold compared with 32,000 tons in 
the like period a year earlier. Only 
about 30,000 tons of the 1956 cotton 
crop (173,000 tons unginned basis) was 
carried over into March. Ginning opera- 
tions and exports were expected to be 
virtually completed. by mid-April. 


Cement Deliveries Increase 


Seasonal production expansion was 
evident in several important sectors of 
the Greek manufacturing industries, in- 
cluding cotton textiles, cement, and 
stee]. Cement deliveries in March this 
year were about 10 percent larger than 
a year ago, reflecting partly a seasonal 
upsurge in building construction and 
also increased demand for earthquake 
rehabilitation and for exports to Middle 
East countries. The Government has 
refused to grant any increase in cement 
prices, unchanged since June 1955, on 
the ground that the cost increases, occa- 
sioned by the Suez crisis, were tem- 
porary and were partially covered by 
Government subsidies. 

By the end of the month all restric- 
tions on deliveries of petroleum prod- 
ucts had been removed. Prices were not 
changed, however, and the subsidies 
established earlier in the year are being 
continued. 


The Public Power Corp. (PPC) an- 
nounced a financing program to aid 
local manufacturers of electric house- 
hold appliances and electric motors and 
pumps in the retail distribution of their 
products. The plan provides for a down 
payment of 20 percent of the sales value 
and monthly installments, included in 
electric bills, extending over a period of 
24 to 30 months for the deferred bal- 
ance. PPC will discount the buyers’ 
acceptance,.and reserves the right both 
to suspend service and repossess the 
equipment from buyers in default. The 
plan was promoted by IZOLA, the lead- 
ing Greek manufacturer of electric 


4 





household appliances, which signed the 
first agreement with PPC, 


Fertilizer Plant Bids Opened 


Bids for the construction of a nitro- 
, gen fertilizer plant in the Ptolemais 
lignite area were opened on March 14. 
American companies participated indi- 
rectly in 2 of the 6 bids presented by 
European firms. Disappointment was 
expressed in Government circles that 
no direct offer had been received from 
the United States. 

Revised figures for February placed 
the Greek import situation in a more 
favorable light than preliminary data 
seemed to warrant (Foreign Commerce 
Weekly Apr. 15, p. 7). For 2 months of 
1957 the drawdown in Greece’s foreign 
exchange assets amounted to only 
$300,000 as contracted with the prelim- 
inary figure of $3.4 million. 

In the light of improved world mar- 
ket conditions and easing tensions offi- 
cial circles are less inclined toward a 
policy of tighter financial and credit 
controls to curb the flow of imports. 


—, 


Instead, a wait-and-see attitude has qj 
veloped which looks to the reopening 
of the Suez Canal and the decline in 
freight rates and in prices of basic raw 
materials to provide some relief from 
the growing imbalance in trade. 


Tobacco, Cotton Exports Up 


Increased shipments of tobacco ang 
cotton accounted for a new upswing of 
the export curve in March. Prelimi 
figures for the first 3 weeks indicat 
exports at a monthly rate of $28 mi. 
lion, compared with $16.3 million jy 
March 1956. 


Exports of cotton amounted to 284 


tons, bringing the total for the season 
to 30,334 metric tons. France was the 
principal buyer at prices ranging be 
tween $780 and $795 a metric ton fob 
Greek ports. The sale of 800 tons of 
cotton to Spain in exchange for cork 
was also announced at prices rumored 
to be over US$0.37 a pound. 

Tobacco exports are booming and ¢ 
porters are very optimistic in their out. 
look, predicting total exports in the 2 
months ending June 30 of as high a 
65,000 metric tons, an alltime recor 
figure, compared with 51,500 tons in the 
1955-1956 period. 

Greece's participation in- the propose 
European free trade area has become 4 
topic of rapidly growing interest and is 
being studied intensively by top-level 
joint Government and business com. 
mittees. Considerable apprehension ex- 
ists regarding the predicament in whieh 
Greek industry and agriculture might 


(Continued on page 20) 





WHEREAS exports and imports 
are important to our economie 
strength and to the well-being of our 
people; and 

WHEREAS international com- 
merce in all its aspects—trade, travel 
and investment—is beneficial to the 
community of nations and conducive 
to the establishment of a just and 
lasting peace in the world; and 

WHEREAS our national trade pol- 
icy, which seeks to promote the con- 
tinued growth of mutually profitable 
world trade, contributes both to our 
prosperity and to our national 
security: 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, DWIGHT 
D. EISENHOWER, President of the 
United States of America, do hereby 
proclaim the week beginning May 
19, 1957, as World Trade Week; and 
I request the appropriate officials of 
the Federal Government and of the 
several States, Territories, posses- 
sions, and municipalities of the Unit- 





World Trade Week, May 19-25 


By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 


ed States to cooperate in the observ- 
ance of that week. 


I also urge business, labor, agricul- 
tural, educational, and civie groups, 
as well as the people of the United 
States generally, to observe World 
Trade Week with gatherings, discus- 
sions, exhibits, ceremonies, and other 
activities designed to promote &@ 
greater awareness of the importance 
of world trade to our domestic econ 
omy and to the strength of the free 
world. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have 
hereunto set my hand and caused the 
Seal of the United States of America 
to be affixed. 

DONE at the City of Washington 
this eighth day of April in the year 
of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
fifty-seven, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the 
one hundred and eighty-first. 


DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER 








—_ 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





Germany Frees Import New Honduran Customs Code Goes 
In Effect, Procedures Modernized 


A new Honduran customs code, known as the Customs Code of 
1955, became effective on March 16, along with its implementing cus- 


Of Small Mail Orders 


Residents of the Federal Republic of 
Germany will be permitted to import 
jndustrial items up to a value of 100 
marks, of US$24, by mail order without 
the formality of import licenses or im- 

t declarations, the Federal German 
Ministry of Economics has announced. 

This procedure was to become effective 
in the Federal Republic on May 1 and 
in Berlin when announced by the au- 
thorities there. 

Among items which may be imported 
under this procedure are coffee and to- 
bacco products, but food items in gen- 
eral are excluded. 

Import of products of the book trade 
and the graphic industry, postage 
stamps, and microfilm remains subject 
to other regulations which permit im- 
ports of up to a value of 500 marks 
from all except Soviet bloc countries 
(Foreign Commerce Weekly, Oct. 22, 
1956, p. 8) (4.2 German marks=US$1), 

Imports under the provisions of this 
announcement may be made only by 
mail order and remain subject to pay- 
ment of import duty and the turnover- 
equalization tax and to other import 
restrictions, such as health provisions. 

Payment may be made by means of 
international postal money order but 
may be made in dollars only if country 
of origin and payment is in the dollar 
area. 

This import procedure is expected to 
facilitate import of small consignment 
goods, spare parts, and samples. Al- 
though previously possible for import 
of certain products under the provi- 
sions of a procedure in effect since last 
October (Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
Oct. 15, 1956, p. 9), the new procedure 
makes such purchases possible on a 
broader scale-—U. S. Embassy, Bonn. 





Israel increases Duties on 
Tobacco and Products 


The Israel Government has raised its 
import duties on tobacco and tobacco 
products in line with the higher exer- 
cises imposed by defense legislation on 
items of local production. 

The higher duties, established by 
customs tariff and exemption order No. 
19, went into effect on February 25. 

The Israeli tariff items affected; their 
hew specific duties per specified unit of 
weight, in Israeli pounds; and former 
rates, shown in parentheses, are as fol- 
lows (1 Israeli pound=US$0.56) : 

197. Cigarettes, per gram, I£0.034 (0.032). 

198. Cigars, per kilogram, I£30 (20). 


201. Unmanufactured tobacco, per kilogram 
Tél (0.6). . omppians 


202. Manufactured tobacco not 
Specified, per gram, I£0.030 (0.025). 


—U. S, Embassy, Tel Aviv. 


elsewhere 
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toms regulations. 


Two sections of the code, however, dealing with the auctioning of 
abandoned goods and the establishment of a new Tariff Committee, 


went into effect on October 1. 

The new code is intended to modern- 
ize the administration of customs by 
carefully defining responsibilities, estab- 
lishing a career service for the National 
Customs Administration, improving fi- 
nancial handling by requiring all pay- 
ments to be made directly to the Cen- 
tral Bank rather than to customs 
officials, setting forth detailed require- 
ments for the licensing and regulation 
of customs brokers, simplifying clear- 
ance procedures, and reducing ware- 
house congestion. 


Some specific changes introduced by 
the new code and regulations are: 

@ Descriptions of merchandise on 
commercial and consular invoices, bill 
of ladings, and other documents need 
not agree exactly with each other or 
be stated in the exact terminology of 
the Hondouran tariff provided the de- 
scription given is sufficient to identify 
the goods and the appropriate tariff 
classification. 

@ The commercial invoice and the 
bill of lading need not be presented at 
the time clearance is requested if a 
bond is posted or an amount equal to 
the value of the articles declared is 
deposited. As formerly, the consular in- 
voice, which is required on freight ship- 
ments, must be presented with the 
clearance request. 

@ If the consular ‘invoice is not pre- 
sented with the customs clearance re- 
quest, clearance may be effected by 
payment of consular fees and a fine of 
10 percent of the sum of the fees plus 
import duties. If the invoice is present- 
ed within 3 months, the consular fees 
will be returned. 

@ Bills of lading may be in English. 
Commercial invoices also may be in 
English if presented with the consular 
invoice. 

@ Commercial invoices need not be 
certified correet if presented with the 
consular invoice. A consular invoice is 
not required for sample shipments or 
for shipments valued at less than 50 
lempiras, or US$25, f. o. b. 

e@ A “to order” bill of lading, although 
technically permitted under the 1937 
code, was not acceptable to shipping 
companies for practical consideratiens. 
Under the new code the procedure is 
more carefully defined whereby mer- 
chandise may not be released to an im- 
porter until he has proved to the 
shipping company his right to owner- 





ship and has obtained the shipping 
company’s endorsement to that effect 
on the certificate of deposit, or customs 
warehouse receipt. 


@ Merchandise may be stored free 
for 20 days after which warehouse fees 
will accrue at 0.00133 lempira a gross 
kilogram per day for the next 100 days 
and at 0.00266 lempira a gross kilo- 
gram per day thereafter. Formerly 
merchandise could be stored free for 1 
month, after which warehouse fees ac- 
crued generally at 0.04 lempira a gross 
kilogram per month for 3 months and 
0.08 lempira a gross kilogram per month 
thereafter. 


@ Except for forced-clearance goods, 
merchandise may remain in a ware- 
house for a maximum.of only 1 year, 
whereas formerly the limit was 2 years. 
Time limits also have been shortened 
for forced clearance of perishable goods 
and dangerous articles. 


@ Abandoned goods will be offered 
for auction only once and to the highest 
bidder. 

® To be exempt from import duties 
travelers’ unaccompanied baggage must 
arrive within 90 days after the arrival 
of the traveler, compared with the 
former 6 months. 


@ The right of an importer to appeal 
customs valuations or classifications is 
well defined, and a new Tariff Commit- 
tee has been established to handle such 
appeals. Appeals must be initiated with- 
in 3 working days of the valuation or 
classification. ; 

@ Warehouse charges no longer will 
be suspended while appeals are pending 
before the Tariff Committee. 

@ The new schedule of fines for vio- 
lation of the code’s provisions and regu- 
lations ranges from 10 lempiras, or 
US$5, to 10,000 lempiras, US$5,000, or 
up to 200 percent of the value of the 
articles involved. 

The new code, established by decree 
No. 147 of October 13, 1955, was drawn 
up with the technical assistance of a 
U. S. International Cooperation Admin- 
istration advisor to Honduras to replace 
the former code established by decree 
No. 84 of March 12, 1937. 





The Pakistan duty on imported un- 
manufactured tobacco has been in- 
creased, effective March 26, to 9 rupees 
a pound (1 rupee=US$0.21), 
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U. K. Trade Practices Act Effective, 
Monopoly Commission Reorganized 


More than 800 agreements under the United Kingdom’s Restrictive 
Trading Practices Act of 1956 were registered in the first 2 months of 
the year, and many such agreements in British industry are believed 
already to have. been abandoned as a result of the new legislation. 

One reason is that many companies probably found that they were 


parties to agreements which although 
still -in force were no-longer of any 
practical use to.them. The remaining 
registered agreements presumably are 
those which the parties thereto are pre- 
pared to defend before the court, 

Also, under the provisions of the 
new act, the British Board of Trade 
has reorganized the former Monopolies 
and Restrictive Practices Commission 
‘on a smaller basis and renamed it the 
Monopolies Commission. 

The first order issued under the Re- 
strictive Trading Practices Act, which 
was passed on August 2, 1956 and came 
into force on November 30, requires 
registration of all agreements involving 
common prices, level or agreed tender- 
ing, and collective discrimination (For- 
eign Commerce Weekly, Oct. 1, 1956, 
p. 10). Collective resale price agree- 
ments became illegal 3 months after 
the date of passage of the act. 


Under the terms of this order any 
agreements made before November 30, 
1956, had to be registered. by February 
28, 1957. Agreements made after No- 
vember 30, 1956, must be registered 
within 3 months after they are made. 


Court To Act on Agreements 


Once an agreements is registered its 
details are subject to judicial investi- 
gation by a newly created Restrictive 
Practices Court, and the court will de- 
termine whether any part of the agree- 
ment is contrary to the public interest. 
Any restrictions specified in an agree- 
ment are presumed to be harmful, and 
it will rest on the parties to the agree- 
ment to prove that they are not and to 
satisfy the court of the necessity for 
the restrictive clauses. 


Details of the various agreements 
were to be revealed when the register 
was opened to the public. 

The registrar is required to take ac- 
tion in the Restrictive Practices Court 
on all agreements registered and is 
expected to initiate action on the first 
cases as soon as the register is open. 
The court’s decisions in the early cases 
are expected to determine whether 
parties to similar agreements will fight 
them through the court or abandon 
them before a court hearing. 

In addition, the registrar has the 
power to take action on agreements 
which should be registered and have 
not been. He also is empowered to 
serve notice on anyone whom he be- 
lieves to. be party to a registerable 
agreement and to require him to state 





whether he is a party or not, and if so 
to disclose details of the agreement. 

The registrar also may ask Britain’s 
High Court to order an examination 
under oath of a person on whom a 
notice has been served, and the High 
Court may, among other things, author- 
ize the registrar to enter in the reg- 
ister any information in his possession 
about an agreement. If failure to reg- 
ister was willful, the court may pro- 
hibit performance of the agreement. 

The act also provides penalties for 
failure to comply with a notice served 
by the registrar or for misinforming 
him. 

Monopolies Handled 

The newly restored Monopolies Com- 
mission is now concerned with single 
firm monopolies, that is, a firm control- 
ling at least one-third of the market; 
with export agreements; and with other 
arrangements not subject to registration 
with the Registrar of Restrictive Trad- 
ing Agreements. 

Since the Monopolies Commission was 
formed in 1948, 22 cases have been re- 
ported on, and the reports and recom- 
mendations have varied widely, as have 
subsequent actions taken to correct ac- 
tivities found detrimental to the public 
interest. Voluntary corrective actions 
have been taken in many cases and in 
others the agreements have been made 
unlawful. Not all of the manufacturing 
and distributive arrangements investi- 
gated have been found to be harmful, 
however, for in some cases it was shown 
that a monopoly or quasimonopoly was 
not abused or used against the public 
interest.—U. S. Embassy, London. 





India Bans Cotton Export 

Export of raw cotton from India has 
been banned effective March 30, and on 
the same date the Textile Commis- 
sioner, Bombay, was authorized by the 
Indian Government to requisition cotton 
stocks by directing holders to make 
sales as specified by him. These actions 
were taken with the view of bringing 
down cotton prices, which had risen to 
alarming levels, The Government re- 
portedly believes that the high prices 
were created primarily by speculative 
activity. 

Exporters who on or before March 30 
had entered into firm commitments 
against licenses previously issued were 
required to produce documentary evi- 
dence to that effect by April 6, 








Australia Raises Car 
Import Quota 


Australia has raised its ceiling 
for motor vehicle imports from _ 
A£49 million to about A£60 mil. 
lion, its Minister of Trade an. | | 
nounced on April 12. i 

All types of motor vehicles may 
qualify for a share of the increase . 
except passenger vehicles. from 
dollar -sources. 

Over the next 12 months the 
method of allocating foreign ex. |. 
change is to be changed to permit |. 
import of complete vehicles, com. 
pletely knocked-down vehicles, 
and manufacturers’ components in 
accordance with importers’ sales 
achievements. 














s}and new 
Licensing of all important needs 
will be shifted gradually from 
quotas to administrative licens- | gp to 1,000 
ing. Dollar imports already are rams, 
subject to administrative licens- 1,600 ... 
ing. bate 
1,600 bi 
over $2 
Over Lae 
rams 
Ireland Reduces Customs to $00 
Duties on Chassis, Bodies ‘dog 
The Irish Government will abolish its? £00 
special 15-percent import levy on im- 
ports of unassembled motor bodies and | Inasm 
chassis and at the same time increase #* — 
the regular import duties thereon, tien 
The net effect will be a 7%2-percent jihe nev 
reduction in the total customs duties, jynti) su 
including levies; payable on motor Harde 
chassis, and a reduction of 10 percent oithe sm 
on motor bodies, --olwhich t 
No indication is given as to the date #) doubled 
the changes will take effect. 0. S. 
The Government also has announced "| third ¢ 
its intention of allowing import under | I" & 
license and free of special levies items) the Fir 
not available from home sources and ™}?roximi 
which are necessary for use in a manu- "pended 
facturing process or for equipment of "| % Pass 
an industrial project. The system of) reign 
levy-free licenses is designed to modify ™| ®'re 
the arbitrary effect. of the levies on ~ goods | 
items intended for production and countr: 
equipment, and thus to improve the” | Suenos 
general economic position and employ- P 
ment capability of industries using the 4 Brita 
items. Tax 
The special import levy of 37% per- 
cent on oranges also will be shoal Red 
as being “not justified,” as the special ™ percen 
levy seemed to be singularly inapproprie % éffecti 
ate among duties on nonessentials. @ by the 
The modification of duties on auto jthe fo 
mobile components was made with the Floot 
hope that it would stimulate revival 7 pepe 
of production in the motor vehicle J kiteher 
assembly industry, which in 1956 suf- Dom. 
fered one of the most pronounced drops 9 Rr ins 
in output of any segment of Irish indus- 4 (sewin 
try. 4 ee 
iarge 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, #May 





——, 





—_—_—-_—_—-” 


FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 


- Miraentine Surcharge Up “Japan Sets $2.6 Billion for Imports 


Japan’s import budget for the first half of fiscal year 1957, April 
1-September 30, amounts to $2,643.7 million and maintains the high | 
degree of flexibility which characterized the import budget for the last 
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The Argentine provisional govern- 
ment has increased its customs sur- 
charges on automobile imports. 

The increases, established by a decree 
of April 5 to replace those fixed under 
i, decree of December 12, 1955, are 
sispecially heavy on cars weighing up 
-lip 1,000 kilograms and having a factory 
est of not over US$1,600, Cars weigh- 
» \ing more than 1,500 kilograms and hav- 
» ing an f. 0. b. factory cost of over $2,000 
~,ontinue to be excluded from the sur- 
Haarge. 

Official surcharges on cars, by weight 
and factory cost, under both the old 
‘}and new decrees are as follows: 


‘On Automobile Imports 
| 


t 


| 


| Surcharge 
1955 decree 1957 decree 
Up to 1,000 kilo- 

rams, not over 





ish its 
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ss and 
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ercent 
luties, 
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ercent 


> date 
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» per- 
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ropri- 


auto- 
h the 
vival 


ehicle — 


} suf- 
drops 


ndus-. « 


eekly, 


1,600 . 80,000 pesos 165 pesos per kg. 
Tp to 1,000 kilo- 
rams, over 
1,600 but not 
over $2,000....225,000 pesos 250 pesos per kg. 
Over 1,000 kilo- 
grams and up 
to 1,500 kilo- 
grams, not 
over $2,000 ....275,000 pesos 300 pesos per kg. 
Over 1,500 kilo- 
2 rams or over 
' - Va Import not Import not 
permitted. permitted. 


Inasmuch as the new decree annuls 
a decree of December 11, 1956, which 
iprovided for a progressive 5-percent re- 
Hduction in surcharges every 3 months, 
the new surcharges will remain fixed 
until such time as further changed. 
Hardest hit by the surcharges will be 
‘ithe smaller cars of European types, for 
*jwhich the surcharge may be more than 
*\ doubled, Most moderately priced cars of 
U. S. origin likely would fall in the 
*} third category. 

In announcing the new surcharges 
the Finance Minister observed that ap- 
‘}proximately US$14 million were ex- 
sjpended in Argentina in 1956 for import 
} of passenger cars and that the country’s 
foreign exchange shortage is such as to 
fequire use of available exchange for 
|} goods considered more essential to the 
country’s economy. — U. S. Embassy, 
Buenos Aires. 


Britain Lowers Purchase 
Tax on Various Items 

Reductions of from 30 percent to 15 
percent in the British purchase tax, 


effective April 10, have been announced 
by the Chancellor of the Exchequer for 


=. 


the following goods: 
Floor coverings, including floor tiles and 
sheepskin rugs; domestic and office furniture, 
rdware, ironmongery, turnery, tableware, 


kitchenware, and toiletware. 


Domestic appliances and apparatus, except 
swing machines and appliances and appa- 


@fatus for operation by electricity or gas 
(sewing machines remain chargeable at 30 
ooees and electrical and gas appliances are 


argeable at 30 percent and 60 percent); 
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half of fiscal year 1956. 





The amount of $2,236 million is budgeted for commodity imports, 


and most of these purchases will be 
made on a global basis with no desig- 
nated currency of settlement indicated 
and freedom to purchase from the 
cheapest source. 

Furthermore, value of imports. ex- 
pected under the automatic-approval 
system is budgeted at $497 million, com- 
pared with the $352 million budgeted 
for such imports in the first half of 
fiscal year 1956. 

Finally, the budget’s flexibility is en- 
hanced by continuing the policy of 
establishing a general reserve fund of 
$150 million to take care of unexpected 
import requirements. 

The Ministry of International Trade 
and Industry has announced estimates 
of expenditures for principal commodi- 
ties expected to be imported under the 
new budget plan, together with an esti- 
mate of the import budget for the 
entire year. As in previous budget 
periods, however, revisions are likely to 
be made in the next 12 months. 

Amounts budgeted for principal items 
in the first half year, in thousands of 
metric tons unless otherwise specified, 
and estimates of amounts to be budg- 
eted for the entire year, shown in 
parentheses, are as follows: 


Rice, 74 (500): wheat, 1,008 (2,200): barley, 
$07 (880); sQgar, 580 (1,150); salt, 1,130 (2,- 
. 


Raw cotton, 1,347 bales (2,897 bales): raw 
cotton for textiles, 1,200 bales (2,600 bales); 
wool, 480 bales (1,300 bales). 


Coal, 2,580 (5,520); coal for coking, 2,080 
(4,120). 
Scrap iron, 1,380 (2,920): 


(507); steel items, 692 (1,100). as 

Potassium salt, 245 (520); crude oil, 43.000 
barrels (93,000 barrels); heavy oil, 528 kilo- 
liters (2,197 kiloliters). 

Invisibles Included 

The foreign currency budget for in- 
visible imports in the first half of fiscal 
year 1957 amounts to $407.7 million, 
compared with $346.3 million for the 
corresponding half of fiscal year 1956. 

Items and amounts ineluded in this 
budget, together with amounts budgeted 
in the first half of fiscal year 1956, 
shown in parentheses, are as follows, 
(values in millions of dollars): 


Transportation, $179.4 ($160.2); in- 
surance, $8.7 ($7.8); travel, $10 ($8.3); 
foreign investment, $25.6 ($29.7). 

Government transactions, $12.3 ($9.9); 
trade incidentials, $27.2 ($26); technical 


pig iron, 





domestic and personal —- except toilet 
cutlery at 90 percent or percent, and 
astationers’ cutlery at 30 percent. 

The purchase tax is chargeable on 
the wholesale value of the products 
and is collected on imported as well as 
domestic goods. 


assistance, $23.5 ($15.1); communica- 
tions, $3.2 ($3.4). 

Other services, $35.4 ($27.7); grants, 
$8.1 ($5.4); long-term investment, $44.1 
($52); short-term. investment, $0.1 
($0.2); commodity transactions, $0.2 
($0.6); general reserves, $30 (0).—U., S. 
Embassy, Tokyo. 





Government Ministries 
Reorganized in India 


The Government of India simultane- 
ausly with the election of its postelec- 
tion Cabinet announced extensive re- 
organization of several of its Ministries. 

The Ministry of Commerce and Con- 
sumer Industry is consolidated with the 
Ministry of Heavy Industry to form 
the Ministry of Commerce and Industry, 
which also absorbs part of the Ministry 
of Production. Commerce and Industry 
now has three departments—commerce 
and light industries; chemical and phar- 
maceutical industries; and heavy in- 
dustries. 


The Ministries of Production and 
Natural Resources and Scientifie Re- 
search have been abolished as such and 
their functions transferred to other 
Ministries. 

New Ministries are established for 
Transport and Communications; Steel, 
Mines, and Fuel; and Education and 
Scientific Research. 


The Ministries of Food and Agricul- 
ture are combined. 





Gasoline Rationing Ended 
In Ireland on April 12 


Gasoline rationing ended in Ireland 
on April 12. 

This action, taken by the Minister 
for Industry and Commerce, was based 
on “up-to-date information about the 
petrol supply position, and in the light 
of the best forecast that can be made 
of the forward position.” 

The Minister urged all motorists to 
retain their ration books in event some 
unforeseen crisis might make it neces- 
sary to reimpose gasoline rationing. 

There are now no restrictions on con- 
sumption of any petroleum products 
in Ireland, as rationing of diesel and 
fuel oils was lifted on April 1. 





Milk production in Yugoslavia in 1956 
is estimated at about 3 percent less 
than the record set in 1955, the For- 
eigh Agricultural Service reports. 
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Viet-Nam Tax To Subsidize Exports 


The new Viet-Namese stabilization tax which has been imposed 
on a number of imported goods and which fixes the wholesale prices 
of wheat flour and sugar also provides for possible use of the revenues 
to subsidize exports, according to detailed information from Saigon. 


Use of the funds in this way is intended to promote the country’s 


exports by balancing the prices of cer- 
tain products of domestic origin ear- 
marked for export with those of certain 
foreign products. 

In addition, under exceptional circum- 
stances the tax revenues may be used 
to finance economic development and 
rehabilitation. 

Import goods on which the stabiliza- 
tion tax has been placed, by a decree 
reported in Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
April 15, 1957, page 11, will be taxed 
on the c. i. f. value of the goods ac- 
cording to the following schedule: 


Tax rate 
Product (Percent) 


Cotton cloth, grass cloth, linen cloth, ex- 





cept white and black calico and un- 

bleached cotton .................. Scctsieimesutidlacsa a0 
i — 
Rayon and woolen cloth ......... siecapesthinetl wee 20 
Cloth of synthetic fibers 20.0000... BO 
Cloth of natural silk .................. . 40 
I le SE el EE Ta 50 
Leather 6 SE EE PR ES St ee 20 
Newsprint mathe sipeeea eS 
Plywood .. . 20 


The stabilization tax and wholesale 
prices fixed for wheat flour and sugar 
are as follows, in Viet Nam dollars per 
pound: . 


Whole- 

Tax sale 

Product rate price 

Wheat flour jtketidatimipiectmnitidinee Ga Ae $4.55 
Granulated sugar: 

Raw sugar 3 usa . 0.76 4.55 

Refined sugar, second quality 0.73 5.45 

Refined sugar, first quality... 0.69 6.36 


Information on the reaction of Saigon 
businessmen to imposition of the stabili- 
zation tax is still lacking, but the tim- 
ing of the action within 2 days of im- 
position of the production tax probably 
has caused some uncertainty and con- 
fusion in business circles. The produc- 
tion tax, announced in Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, April 8, 1957, page 5, is 





Benelux Signs Agreement 
With Portugal and Sweden 


The Benelux Governments, Belgium, 
Luxembourg, and the Netherlands act- 
ing as a unit have signed trade agree- 
ments with Portugual and Sweden. 

The agreement with Portugal, effec- 
tive October 1, 1956, and valid for 1 
year, provides that the governments of 
Surinam and Netherlands West Indies 
must give their approval before the 
agreement becomes effective in those 
areas. An annex to the agreement 
deals with commercial relations between 
Portugal and its oversea territories, the 
Belgian Congo, and Ruanda-Urundi. 

This agreement replaces former com- 
mercial agreements of the individual 
Benelux countries with Portugal, as 





imposed on all imported goods at rates 
of 15 percent, 35 percent, or 25 percent 
on their c. i. f. plus duty value accord- 
ing to whether the products are classi- 
fied as “items of vital necessity,” “lux- 
ury items,” or “others” under the new 
Viet-Namese law. — U. S. Operation 
Mission, Saigon. 

Detailed information on commodity 
classifications within the framework of 
the production tax and on taxes ap- 
plicable to specific commodities may be 
obtained from the Far Eastern Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
_ < es 


Canadians Establish 
National Health Plan 


A national health insurance plan has 
been approved by the Canadian Parlia- 
ment and expectations are that first 
payments under the plan will begin on 
January 1, 1959. 

The Federal Government will share 
with the Provinces roughly on a 50-50 
basis the costs of standard hospital care 
and diagnostic services. The Federal 
share of the first year’s cogts is esti- 
mated at between C$180 million and 
C$200 million. 

Benefits under the plan, which is 
noncompulsory, will be available to all 
residents of participating Provinces on 
a contributory basis. 

The plan is not to become effective 
until accepted by at least six Provinces 
representing at least one-half of the 
Canadian population. To date the neces- 
sary representation has been achieved 
with entry into the agreement of the 
Province of Ontario, Saskatchewan, 
Alberta, British Columbia, Newfound- 
land, and Prince Edward Island. These 
Provinces makes up 53.6 percent of the 
country’s population. 

The signing of agreeements with the 
Provinces must be followed by the 
passage of enabling provincial Jlegisla- 
tion and the establishment of admin- 
istrative facilities. 


they have recently instituted a policy 
of jointly negotiating all commercial 
agreements with other countries, 

The agreement with Sweden, effec- 
tive for 1 year beginning March 1, 1957, 
because of the import liberalization in 
effect in both Sweden and the Benelux 
countries establishes import quotas for 
only a limited number of items.—U. S. 
Embassy, Brussels. 
















Germany Sets Quotaiiiet N; 
For Gold and Rubbey IN 


Additional quotas for import of sn 
thetic rubber and solid gold and gai 
alloys have been established by th 
Federal German Government, etn. 

Import of synthetic rubber 4 
merisate of butadien/styrene, 


| ] | 


Viet-Na! 
for ir 


and cold rubber—from the Unj 

States and Canada, will be licengeg| . A list © 

until an unpublished quota is yftj gms will 

but not after September 30. jlicenses § 
are as fol 


The products may be reexported only 
against payment in freely convertibis hpril 22-2 


currency. Iron and 
Special types of synthetic rubber are | Miscelle 


excluded from the provisions of this; Medicina 
announcement. can wat 


Import of unworked solid gold and yay 2-13 
gold alloys for industrial purposes from Petroleu 
all dollar countries will be licensed! ‘Textile 1 
until an unpublished quota is utili 9 
but not after December 31. No ot ee 
ficate of origin will be required ang © passen 
purchases may be made via the United 
Kingdom or Switzerland against pay- 
ment in freely convertible currency. 

Gold imported under the provisions 
of this announcement may not be re|May 29- 
exported.—U. S. Embassy, Bonn. 


India Sets Conditions for 
Deferred Payment Imports 


Conditions under which licenses ma 
be issued for import of capital 
into India under the Government's re 
cently adopted deferred payment plan 
has been announced by the Indian ° 
Ministry of Commerce and Consume Multi 


Industries. } Syste 
An import license application will be Ay 
e : 


considered if total payment made by 
the importer before shipment does) system 
not exceed 20 percent of the f. o& bj rates fc 
price of the plant and equipment, the inified 
remaining 80 percent to be paid in7 
annual installments; or the initial pay bo the 
ment is limited to 10 percent, the bak . This 
ance to be paid after production has| lished | 
started, installments not to exceed the) leprese 
net savirig in or earning of foreign ex- policy 
change achieved by the project there} ments. 
after. import 
The deferred payment plan does not financi 
apply to capital goods imported undef! tanger 
the following circumstances: The total tinue » 
cost of the plant is less than 500,000| © the 
rupees, or $105,000; value of the equip-} The 
ment is not more than 10 percent of} chang 
the value of machinery already installed} 1948, 
or covered by import licenses; the} rates 
equipment is required for replacement} transa 
or maintenance; total cost of plant | The s 
less than amount of fresh foreign cap} Sservec 
ital coming in for the project; am| ‘The 
equipment is needed for constructional} help j 
purposes, such as earth-moving equip} more 
ment and excavators. and s 
foreig 
Madr 


Nonmet: 
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More 
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r Import Quotas 


Viet-Nam has suballocated $34 mil- 
for import licensing in the second 
er of the year under the Interna- 





+ fon Cooperation Administration im- 








rted 



























prt program. 

_A list of the principal items for which 
gms will be released for jmport under 
jcenses submitted in specified periods 





care as follows, in millions of dollars: 


nVertible | April 22-27 


Tron and steel mill protes ts WEES Ewa $2 
; lla s iron and stee 
ibber are Mmnamufactures 4 a ene $2 
} j icinal and pharmaceutica 
e this | Pe repeetions See Se ae $1.5 
Chemicals . $1.4 
Bold and yay 2-18 
a from Petroleum products 34.625 
licensed | “Textile products $7.5 
S Utilized | Yay 16-25 
No Cert. ; Wehicles, engines, and parts except 
ired and » passenger cars $3 
e United Rubber and rubber products $1.5 
| Generators, motors, engines, and 
nst pay- turbines $1 ~< 
tri yaratus : 2 
currency.| Teustrial machinery $1.75 
Tovisions| -Paper, pulp, and paper products . $1 
it be re|May 29-June 6 
In. Nonmetallic minerals and products, ... $1.25 
: —U. S. Operations Mission, Saigon. 
OF More detailed data concerning the 
orts jsuballocation are contained in ICA 
Small Business Memo SBM No. 57-8, 
AT eeafApril 25, 1957, issued by the Office of 
oat 7 §$mall Business, International Coopera- 
i i ma ae & 
ent plan tion, Washington 25, I 
Indian ry 
onsumeé| Multiple Exchange Rate 
ju dystem Abolished in Spain 
| wi : 
nade by| The Spanish multiple exchange rate 
nt does} system has been abolished and exchange 
f. O& be) rates for imports and exports have been 
re tnified at the single rate of 42 pesetas 
ial pay: fo the dollar. 
the bal . This new single exchange rate, estab- 
ion hag) lished by decress published on April 12, 
eed the; fepresents a move toward a simpler 
pign ex+| policy affecting foreign trade and pay- 
t theres} ments. The new rate is to apply to all 
imports and exports, as well as to 
loes not} fnancial transactions. By special ar- 
1 undef} fangement tourists, however, may con- 
xe total tinue to obtain currency at 46 pesetas 
500,000} © the dollar. 
> equip-} The former system of multiple ex- 
cent of} change rates, originally established in 
nstalled} 1948, provided for numerous special 
ss; the} rates for imports, exports, financial 
icement} fransactiéns, and special operations. 
lant #| The system was cumbersome and often 
gn cap} served to discourage exports. 
ti. The new unified rate should be of 
ictional} help in making certain export industries 
equi} more competitive in foreign markets 
and should serve to bring Spain more 
foreign exchange.—U. S. Embassy 
-25- \} Madrid. 
May 6, 1957 








Nam Sets Second S$. Africa Protests Import Delays 


The U. S. Consulate General, Johannesburg, Union of South Africa, 


has received a number of complaints from Union businessmen about de- 


lays in clearing goods imported from the United States through South 


African Customs. 


American packaging is alleged to have been rather poor and pack- 


ages often to have arrived in damaged 
condition, making them subject to 
lengthy delays in customs inspection 
with consequent loss of time and incon- 
venience to the importer. 


Delays in transmittal of documenta- 
tion by American exporters is another 
complaint. It is urged that in addition 
to the documents sent via airmail to 
importers through banks, a second set 
also be sent direetly to the importer by 
air rather than by surface mail, which 
takes from 6 to 8 weeks for delivery. 
The original set may be held by Cus- 
toms authorities for a while to deter- 
mine application of the customs tariff 
item. For this reason a second airmail 
set to the importer would aid im- 
measurably not only in maintaining 
records, but also in expediting clear- 
ance of* American goods. 

Also, information required in com- 
mercial invoices and the combined cer- 
tificate of value and origin is not al- 
ways supplied in necessary detail, caus- 
ing further delays and inconvenience. 


Textile Information Needed 


South African customs taxes on tex- 
tiles are rather complicated and for 
speedy customs clearance of such ship- 
ments exporters of textiles are urged 
to provide the following information in 
shipping documents: Exact composition 
of the material, whether knitted or 
woven; yarn count; threads per square 
inch in finished state, or weft and warp; 





ae 


Israel Lowers Import 
Duties on Records 


The Israeli Government has reclassi- 
fied gramophone records in its import 
tariff schedule and generally reduced 
the duties thereon. 

Tariff items affected; 
duties, Israeli 


their specific 
pounds .or percent 
ad valorem; and ald rates, shown in 
parentheses, are as follows (1 Israeli 
pound of 1,000 pruta=US$0.56): 

710, Gramophone records: 

(a) Long-play (L.P.), speed not less than 
78 rotations a minute: (1) With diameter of 
30 centimeters and over, If2 (50 percent ad 
valorem); (2) with diameter less than 30 
centimeters, I£1.5 (50 percent ad valorem). 

(b) Others, 50 percent (50 percent). 

The duties were lowered, by customs 
duty and exemption order No. 18, 1957, 
effective February 21, for the reason 
that the conversion rate for pounds to 
dollars established on January 1 raised 
the rate from I£1 to the dollar to I£1.8 
and to I£1.4 for records imported under 


in 





if made from colored woven yarn or 
dyed in the piece; weight per square 
yard in ounces; printed (nonfugitive 
prints) or plain; if raised one or both 
sides with condenser yarn in the weft. 
—U. S. Consulate General, Johannes- 
burg. 

American exporters should follow 
carefully the procedures outlined in De- 
partment publication “Preparing Ship- 
ments to the Union of South Africa,” 
World Trade Information Service series, 
part 2, No. 55-17, February 1955. 

The commercial invoice required for 
shipments to the Union is reproduced in 
this publication. A new certificate of 
value and origin was introduced in the 
Union on June 29, 1956, the text of 
which was published in Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, May 28, 1956, page 10. 


United Kingdom Plans 
Drug Price Control 


A plan proposed by the Association 
of British Pharmaceutical Industry 
designed to regulate prices of 90 per- 
cent of proprietary pharmaceutical 
products prescribed under the National 
Health Service has been accepted in 
principle by the British Government, 
the Minister of Health has stated. 

The plan affects approximately £23.5 
million in drug prescriptions out of 
total yearly sales of £25.5 million and 
is expected to effect savings to the 
Health Service and the public of up 
to £750,000 a year. 

Establishment of reasonable miaxi- 
mum prices will be obtained by refer- 
ence to export prices for products which 
have established themselves on the 
world markets; by reference to prices 
of equivdlent drugs available in stand- 
ard as well as proprietary form; and by 
use of a special formula constructed for 
the purpose. ‘ 

Subject to minor changes and ar- 
rangement of suitable administrative 
machinery stipulated by the Govern- 
ment the plan probably will be put into 
effect by the beginning of June.—uU. S. 
Embassy, London. 








the Informational Media Guaranty Pro- 
gram; and further, for the reason of 
avoiding discrimination against records 
imported independently of the IMG pro- 
gram, for which higher ad valorem 
duties would apply because of the higher 
conversion rate of I£1.8 to the dollar for 
this category.—U. S. Embassy, Tel Aviv, 
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Printing Machines, Road Rollers, Pig 
Iron Among Items Needed Abroad 


Several foreign governments, through their authorized procure- 
ment agencies, are inviting tenders for a number of items of potential 


interest to U. S. suppliers. 


Bidding instructions and specifications and other pertinent data 
are available for review on loan from the Trade Development Division, 


Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C., as indicated by symbol (*). 


Ceylon 


Supply and erection of three 25,000- 
kv.-a. transformer stations, 33/11-kv. 
Bids invited until June 26 by the Chair- 
man, Tender Board, Ministry of Trans- 
port and Works, Transworks House, 
Colembo. 


Tenders should be made in accord- 
ance with the conditions of tender, 
specifications, etc., available from the 
Embassy of Ceylon, 2148 Wyoming Ave- 
nue NW., Washington 8, D. C. The Em- 
bassy also will issue tender books up 
to May 31, on payment of a tender de- 
posit of £39 and a tender fee of £8. The 
tender fee will not be refunded. (£1— 
US$2.80.) 


Strawboards, 860 cwt.; book binding 
cloth, 90,000 yards; mosquito netting, 
20,000 yards; bids invited until July 2 
by the Chairman, Tender Board, Min- 
istry of Finance, P. O. Box 500, Co- 
lombo.* 

Tender forms may be obtained from 
the Embassy of Ceylon. 


Egypt 

Copper sulfate commercial crystals, 
814 metric tons; bids invited until May 
22 by the Director of Stores, Egyptian 
Ministry of Public Health, Abbasia, 
Cairo. 

Bids must be submitted through an 
agent established in Egypt and must be 
accompanied by a provisional deposit 
of 2 percent of the value of the con- 
tract. 


India 


Supply of two crusher: and granulat- 
ing plants of fixed type capable of giv- 
ing an output of 5 to 6 tons of crushed 
sand %” and below per hour. Bids in- 
vited until May 15 by the Construction 
Engineer, Hydro-Electric Projects, 
Trivandrum 1, India. Copy of tender 
documents available for reference only. 


Tender documents may be obtained 
from Construction Engineer for 20.31 
rupees, or US$.27. 

Road rollers, 2, tandem type, diesel 
engine, total weight 10 tons; bids in- 
vited until May 20 by the Construction 
Engineer, Hydro-Electric Projects, Gov- 
ernment of Kerala, Trivandrum 1. Cop 
of tender form No. H.E.P. 5/1957 avail- 


able for reference only. Copies of ten- 
der may be obtained from Construction 
Engineer, for $2.14 a set. 

Supply of 33-kv. switchgear equip- 
ment for substation at Nanjangud. Bids 
invited until May 21 by the Stores Pur- 
chase Committee, Government of My- 
sore, Bangalore. Copy of tender avail- 
able for reference only.* Copies of ten- 
der documents may be purchased from 
the Trade Agent for Mysore in London, 
28 Cockspur Street, Trafalgar Square, 
London, for $2.10.a set. 

Pig iron, 3,950 long tons, bid deadline 
May 23, tender No. PG/TCA (28); and 
steel rails, 51,770 long tons, bid deadline 
May 24, tender No. PG/TCA (24). Bids 
invited by Iron and Steel Controller,’ 
33 Netaji Subhas Road, Calcutta 1, 
India. Tender forms containing speci- 
fications may be obtained from the 
India Supply Mission, 2536 Massachu- 
setts Avenue NW., Washington 8, D. C. 


Iran 


Printing machines, 3; 1 unit, full au- 
tomatic stop-cylinder press, size 60/70 
x 80/95 cm., normal type height 23, 56 
mm., electrical equipment a.c., 3-phase, 
220/380-volt, 50-cycle, and roller wash- 
ing device, spraying apparatus, and 2 
sets of rubber rollers; 1 unit, full au- 
tomatic stop-cylinder press, size 30/40 
x 50/60 em., normal type height 23, 56 
mm., electrical equipment and acces- 
sories same as for unit just described; 
1 unit, power driven fast wire stitching 
machine, stitching capacity—thickness 
—20-25 mm., 2 sets of spare parts, 
electrical equipment same. 

Bids invited until May 26 by the 
Iranian Tobacco Monopol?, Tehran.* 
Bids must be accompanied by a bank 
(Continued on page 12) 
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Buenos Aires Powerplant 
Bid Deadline Extended 


Deadline for sumbmission of bids to 
construct the 600,000 kilowatt thermal 
electric powerplant proposed for 
Buenos Aires has been extended to June 
27, 1957. The extension was made at the 
request of prospective bidders who were 
pressed to meet the previous May 2 
deadline. 

This project was described in Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, November 12, 1956, 
page 11 and November 26, 1956, page 11, 


Over $3 Million Worth! | "2 


Of NATO Work Planned |} "2 
~on pr 

Five projects in France, estimated at vidue 
a total of over $3 million, have ate 
opened to U. S. bidders under the ints. | - 
national competitive bidding procedyp 





of the North Atlantic Treaty Organig. throu 
tion (NATO), the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce has reported, 


The projects call for: 





Com) 

Supply and construction of a petp.| § for $ 
leum products depot at Pha . | bbe o 
estimated cost $1,829,000; work to he /& men 


executed between October 1957 and the Re 
end of 1958. Calls for bids will be made! 








in May-June 1957. Bidding will close! saat 
6 weeks later. vidu 

Construction of eleven pumping sia. Ti 
tions (in northwest and northeast m.| & Wo! 
gions); estimated cost $4 million; usué 
to be executec’ between April 1957 am! § han 
the end of 1958. Calls for bids will be of b 
made in the spring or autumn of 19§7,| ® trac 
Bidding will close 4 to 6 weeks later. othe 

Installation of pipelines connecting} § tion 


with the Havre complex; estimated cost 
$1,100,000; work to be executed during 
the summer and autumn of 1957, Cals 
for bids will be made in May-June 195, | Bi | 
Bidding will close 6 weeks later. 

Installation of pipelines at Chalons Col 
junction; estimated cost $511,000. Work 
to be executed by the end of autumn 
1957. Calls for bids will be made in 
May or June 1997. Bidding will close 
6 weeks later. 

Supply of pipes for connecting june- 
tions at Chalons, Langres, and Mire 
court; estimated $860,000, Deliveries | plant, 
be made by September-October 1957.| daily 
Calls for bids will be made in May- 
June 1957. Bidding will close 3 weeks 
later. 

U. S. firms interested in bidding on 
these projects should register their in- 
tention before May 9 with the Secr 
tariat d’'Etat a l'Industrie et au Com! Al 
merce, Direction des Depots d’Hydre- 
carbures, 85 boulevard du Montpar- 
nasse, Paris. 

U. S. firms not already certified to 
participate in NATO work should send 
their qualifications to the Trade De- Bi 





velopment Division, Bureau of Foreign} cept 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com-| Dist 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. as de| Bog 
scribed in the brochure on the NATO) Spar 
program available from that Division. | lars 
a ders 
Portugal’s dry-milk production totaled) and 
3.3 million pounds in 1956, 54 pereent) US$ 
over 1955, the Foreign Agricultural] sure 


Service reports. Cc 

Unofficial estimates of the 1956 output 
by types place dry whole milk (28 pe 
cent fat) at 0.7 million pounds, meit- 
gordo (partially skimmed, 15 percent 
fat) at 2 million pounds, and nonfat dry 
milk at 0.4 million pounds. 
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World Trade Diet fens 
Reports Available 


World Trade Directory reports ~ 
won private foreign firms or indi- © 
yiduals mentioned in the World © 
Trade Leads department of For- © 
eign Commerce Weekly are avail- # 
able to qualified U. S. firms—or # 
will be prepared on request— © 
through the Commercial Intelli- ¢@ 
gence Division, Bureau ot Foreign |; 
Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., 
for $1 each. The reports also may #@ 
be obtained through the Depart- #@ 
ment’s Field Offices. & 

Requests for these reports ® 
‘should include the names and @& 
addresses of the firms or indi- @ 
viduals. ; i 

The information given ina ® 
World Trade Directory report # 
usually includes lines of goods § 
handled, operation methods, size 
of business, capital], sales volume, 
trade and financial reputation, and 
other pertinent business informa- 
tion. 
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Bids Invited for New 
Colombian Abbatoir 


Bids are invited for the equipment of 
a modern abbatoir planned for the 
Bogota district of Colombia. 


The abbatoir, which will have three 
units—slaughterhouse, preparation 
plant, and storage plant—is to have a 
daily capacity of 2,700 head of live- 
stock and 5,000 fowl. Also, it is to have 
the latest equipment, including refrig- 
erators, elevators, conveyors, cattle 
weighing machines, as well as washing, 
disinfecting, steaming, and draining 
facilities. : 

All offers must include installation 
and maintenance instructions as well 
as room and floor designs. The chosen 
bidder must provide, within 2 months, 
extensive plant designs containing sug- 
gestions for future plant expansion. 

Bids for the equipment will be ac- 
cepted until July 1 by the Proveeduria 
Distrital, Carrera 6, No. 13-92, Piso 2, 
Bogota. All offers must be presented in 
Spanish with quotations in U. S. dol- 
lars f. 0, b. port of embarkation. Bid- 
ders also must submit credit credentials 
and a bond for 50,000 pesos, or about 
US$20,000, by a Colombian bank or in- 
surance company. 

Copies of the equipment tender in 
Spanish are available on loan from the 
Trade Development Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 


World Trade Week, May 19-25. 
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U. S. Mission Cites Investment and 
Commercial Leads at Hyderabad 


A number of opportunities for trade or investment with firms in 
the city of Hyderabad, India, have been reported to the Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce b¥ the U. S. Trade Mission to that country. 

The mission visited Hyderabad, Andhra Pradesh, in March. 

Supplemental data on these proposals are not available. Interested 


firms are invited to correspond direct 
with the companies at fhe addresses 
given. 


Import Opportunities 


Alimia Mumtazmia, Red Hills, Hyde- 
rabad, wishes to export jade, cut and 
uncut pieces, collectors items, and mu- 
seum pieces. 


Allagencies, Banjara Hills, Hyde- 
rabad, wants U. S. connections for sale 
of Hyderabad handmade products—fur- 
niture, decorative articles, Bidriware 
(buttons, ashtrays, cigarette boxes, 
dishes), and Aurangabad items of hand- 
made cloth. 


Aryan Industries Private, Ltd., 108 
Walker Town, Secunderabad, Hyde- 
rabad, wishes to export dehydrated oils. 
Also needs financial assistance and 
technical know-how, 


Bhalla Footwear, Abid Road, Hyde- 
rabad, manufacturer of unbraided slip- 
pers (colorful sandal-type shoes for 
summer use), wishes to have U. S. con- 
nections for the sale of its products, 
either through an agent or a depart- 
ment store chain on a national distribu- 
tor basis. 


Hyderabad State Oil Millowners As- 
sociation, 4-3-349 Bank Road, Hyde- 
rabad, wishes to export double-boiled 
linseed oil, stand oil, castor oil, and cot- 
tonseed oil. 

Hyderabad Tanneries, Ltd, Dawlat 
Mansion, Begum Bazaar, Hyderabad, 
wants to export drysalted cow hidés 
and sheep and goat skins. 

Kishan Lall Oil Mill & Refinery, Os- 
mangung, Hyderabad, wishes to export 
cottonseed oil and castor oil to the 
United States through an agent. 

Nirmal Industries, Khairatabad, Hy- 
derabad, manufacturers of furniture and 
decorative objects, all handmade from 
teakwood base with distinctive lacquer- 
ed design, wishes to export these arti- 
cles to the United States. 

Rahimtula, A.A. 66 Rashtrapati Road, 
Secunderabad, Hyderabad, wants to 
establish a selling organization in the 
United States for handloomed and 
handblocked fabrics, 


Export Opportunities 


Atul Surgical Dressing Co., 124 Jeera, 
Secunderabad, Hyderabad, wishes to 
represent U. S. manufacturers of phar- 
maceuticals and surgical dressings. 

Bahar-a-Hind Button Factory, Shah- 
gung, Hyderabad 2, wishes to import 











U. S. automatic machinery for the man- 
ufacture of bicycle parts, and wants 
a'‘vice on button making and enamel- 
ing. 

Kohinoor Glass Factory Private, Ltd., 
3-6-161 Hyderguda, Hyderabad, wants 
U. 8S. bottle-making machinery, and 
technical know-how for. the manufac- 
ture of glass bottles, milk and soda bot- 
tles, and lamp globes. 

Muzhar & Co., 21/5 Azamabad, Hyde- 
rabad, wishes to import materials for 
manufacture of enameled signs. Also 
wishes to import on exclusive basis 
Vim Vite vitamins. 

Vasi Shums & Co., Ltd., Station Road, 
Hyderabad,. wishes to import road- 
building and earthmoving machinery. 
Also wants U. S. financial participation 
in manufacturing steel chains (roller) 
for cycles and machinery, and other 
steel products. 


Investment Opportunities 


Biochemical & Synthetic Products, 
Ltd., Pan Bazaar, Secunderabad, Hyde- 
rabad, manufacturer of chemicals and 
pharmaceuticals, is interested in start- 
ing other industries in fine chemical and 
pharmaceutical lines—especially manu- 
facturing vitamins. Wants technical and 
equity collaboration. 

Deccan Porcelain & Enamel Works, 
Ltd., 2707 Bakaram, Mushirabad, Hyde- 
rabad, manufacturer of enamelware, 
needs additional machinery, technicians, 


(Continued on page 13) 








Egyptian Starch Producer 
Seeks U. S$. Collaboration 


The Egyptian Corn Products, pro- 
ducer of cornstarch, seeks U. S. finan- 
cial aid and technical collaboration to 
establish a new, modern plant for the 
manufacture of glucose and starch from 
maize. 

The firm reportedly produces about 
3 metric tons of cornstarch a day, 
whereas the proposed new plant will 
have a capacity of 40 metric tons a 
day. The Egyptian firm will provide the 
building and site while the U. S. in- 
vestor’s capital will be used to purchase 
U. S. equipment. 

Interested firms are invited to corre- 
spond direct with Abdallah Abdallah 
Mohamed, owner of the plant, at 5 
Sharia Boustan el Pasha, P. O. Box 3 
Rod El Farag, Cairo. 
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Investment Opportunities 
Offered in England 


The following proposals from five 
British firms, for licensing agreements 
and the sale of a factory site, may be 
of interest to U. S. firms contemplating 
the establishment of manufacturing fa- 
cilities in the United Kingdom. 


Geo. Adlam & Sons, Ltd., Parnall 
Road, Fishponds, Bristol, brewery and 
food machinery plants, manufacturer of 
general engineering products, proposes 
to expand its factory and seeks a li- 
censing arrangement with a U. S. firm 
to manufacture a specialty item or any 
item of plant and/or equipment which 
has a good market potential. 

The firm reportedly has a good gen- 
eral engineering works, produces ma- 
chined components to fine limits, non- 
ferrous castings and fittings, welded 
copper and stainless steel tanks, fabri- 
cations and mild stee] fabrication work, 
and pipework and connections; and 
maintains a large assembly shop and 
team of fitters for erecting plant at 
customers’ sites. 

Interested firms are invited to cor- 
respond direct with the firm. 

William A. M. Simms, Flat 10, 2a, 
Parkfield Road, Liverpool 17, Lanca- 
shire, inventor of a gas warning de- 
vice, seeks a licensing arrangement 
with a U. S. firm for the manufacture 
of his patented gas-alarm invention. 
The invention reportedly gives a warn- 
ing when gas, particularly coal gas in 
homes, becomes present in the atmos- 
phere of any locality. The device is 
said to be suitable for use in living 
rooms, bedrooms, etc. The inventor of- 
fers complete rights to the sale of the 
invention on a cash settlement or roy- 
alty basis. 

Interested firms are invited to direct 
their inquiries to Simms’ U. S. repre- 
sentative, Harpmann & MHarpmann, 
Central Tower, Youngstown, Ohio. 

Bean Industries, Ltd., Hurst Lane, 
Tipton, Staffs, general engineers and 
iron founders, seek a licensing agree- 
ment with a U. S. firm, either to manu- 
facture under license a proprietary ar- 
ticle or to manufacture on a long-term 
contractual basis. 

The firm’s main business reportedly 
is the production of castings and assem- 
bly work for the automobile, agricul- 
tural, marine, and general engineering 
industries. The company is said to 
have recently expanded its engineering 
division by building and equipping a 
new factory of over 250,000 square feet, 
bringing its total area to approximately 
700,000 square feet. 

The engineering division is said to 
be equipped with a jig and tool design 
office, toolroom, heat treatment facili- 
ties, and a comprehensive range of 

(Continued on page 17) 
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Ireland Wants Linings 
For Steel Stacks 


The Electricity Supply Board, 
a Government sponsored electric- 
ity monopoly, is seeking glass and 
ceramic lings to protect steel 
stacks against corrosive flue gases 


at its sod-peat fired power sta- 
tions. 

The board, in the next 12 
months, wll test various flue 


linings with a view toward select- 
ing a lining for use on all its 
stacks, and would like to receive 
samples from interested U. S. 
firms for inclusion in these tests 
—3 samples, 1 x 2 feet, would be 
sufficient. Suppliers should include 
data on their linings as well as 
f.o.b. factory prices. 
Communications may be ad- 
dressed to the Generation Depart- 
ment, Electricity Supply Board, 27 
Lower Fitzwilliams Street, Dublin. 











Printing Machines... . 


(Continued from page 10) 


guaranty deposit of 75,000 rials, or 
about ,US$1,000. 

Iraq 

Supply, delivery, and erection of 


powerline carrier equipment and acces- 
sories for the Northern Iraq electrical 
system; bids invited until June 10 by 
the Directorate General of Legal Af- 
fairs and Contracts, Ministry of Devel- 
opment, Baghdad. 


Two sets of bidding documents, each 
consisting of four volumes, may be ob- 
tained from the Embassy of Iraq, 2135 
Wyoming Avenue NW., Washington, 
D. C., until May 13 for $56, not refund- 
able. Early completion date is an im- 
portant factor in selection of success- 
ful bidder. 


New Zealand 
Milling machine and accessories; bids 
invited until May 27 by the stores 


Manager, Ministry of Works, P. O. Box 
8024, Wellington. Specifications avail- 
able on loan from the New Zealand 
Government Trade Commissioner, 1145 
19th Street NW., Washington 6, D. C. 


Pakistan 


Supply and installation of air-condi- 
tioning equipment for the telecommu- 
nication building at Bahawalpur. Cen- 
tral system preferable. Bids invited 
until May 16 by F. Rizvi, Purchase Co- 
ordinating Officer, Posts and Telegraphs 
Directorate General, Block 32, Pakistan 
Secretariat, Karachi. Copy of bid docu- 
ments available for reference only.* 
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Syrian Business 
Leads Promising 


A number of the business opportu. 
ities developed by the U. S. Trade Mis. 
sion to Syria last fall, and anno 
in Foreign Commerce Weekly, hay 
been successfully followed up by VU, § 
companies. 


A survey by the U. S. Embassy g 
Damascus reveals that 50 percent of 
the import opportunities reported ang 
26 percent of the export opportunities 
have resulted in the establishment o 





business contacts, the majority of whid 
may lead to the conclusion of businey 
when political conditions return 4 
normal. 

At present it is known that on 
Syrian importer has placed a $5000) 
order in the United States for tinplate, 
another for $3,000 worth of automobile 
spare parts, and still another for ove 
$25,000 in clothing. 

Disappointment has been expressej 
by a number of the Syrian busines 
firms in the failure of qualified U, § 
companies to show interest in many of 
the leads reported by the mission. 

Anyone wishing additional informa 
tion on Syrian business leads should 
consult Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
September 17, through October 29, 1956, 

The interest of Syrian businessmen 
in trade with the United States places 
the businessmen of this country at an 
advantage; many European companies 
have withdrawn from this market. U. § 
firms must demonstrate their sincerity 
in trading with Syria if they wish to 
encourage a growth of U. S. commerciél 
interests in the area. 





Italian Engineer Wants U. §, 
Licensee To Make Fuel Tanks 


Enzo Monti, professional consulting 
engineer specializing in reinforced com 
crete, wishes to license a U. S. firm 
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concrete underwater fuel] storage tanks 

The tanks have not been manufac 
tured, but reportedly are covered by 
U. S. patent No. 2,748.739 dated June 5, 
1956. According to Sr. Monti the tanks 
offer complete protection against fire 
and explosion hazards, are easily move- 
able and may be located in the open 
sea, and complement a normal tank 
farm when maximum safety is required 
or when land area for expansion is 
unavailable. 

Interested firms are invited to cor 
respond directly with Sr. Monti, 10 via 
Malvasia, Bologna, Italy. 


The U. S. share of cotton imports into 
major cotton-importing countries con 
tinued to increase in the second quar 
ter of the August-July 1956-57 market 
ing season, according to the Foreign 
Agricultural Service. 
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Argentine Instrument 
‘Firm Wants Capital 


Approximately US$500,000 is sought 
from private U. S. sources by Gallileo 
ntina, S. A., producer of electrical 
and mechanical precision instruments 
and measuring devices, for a proposed 
expansion of the firm’s manufacturing 
and sales facilities. i 
The company, now manufacturing 
electric watt-hour meters, telephone 
call meters, alarm clocks, bicycle dyna- 
mos, and fire extinguishers, wishes to 
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expand its line and to increase produc- 
tion capacity to capitalize on the re- 
, portedly growing demand for these 
items in Argentina. 

Plant facilities are said to include a 
modern two-story reinforced concrete 
building of approximately 7,000 square 
yards and a working force of 270. The 
factory is located in an industrial sub- 
urb of Buenos Aires at 1015 Humaita 
Valentin, Alsina, Provincia Buenos 
Aires. 

Supplemental data are available for 
review on loan from the Investment De- 
velopment Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 


(Continued from page 11) 
and finance to enlarge the existing fac- 
tory. The company needs two modern 
presses and other machinery such as 
cutting machines and spinning lathes, 
and two electric muffle furnaces. 

Hyderabad Deccan Engineering Co. 
Private, Ltd., Rashtrapati Road, Se- 
cunderabad, Hyderabad, representatives 
of Westinghouse Electric Corp. for 
heavy electrical machinery, powerplants, 
etc, is interested in manufacturing 
heavy electrical equipment, power- 
plants, etc., in India in collaboration 
with a U. S. firm supplying finance and 
technical know-how. The firm also is 
interested in establishing a cement plant 
with U. S. financial and technical col- 
laboration. 

Kanyaka Parameswari Oil Mills, Hi- 
samgung, Secunderabad, Hyderabad, 
dealers in castor, groundnut, and lin- 
seed oil, and coffee seeds, is interested 
in obtaining U. S. financial assistance 
and technical know-how for a solvent 
extraction plant for oil of about 20 tons 
production a day. Approximate amount 
of U. S. capital investment wanted is 
$200,000. Also wishes to export oilcakes. 

Kapadia Oil Mills & Refinery, 4-3-336 
Residency Road, Hyderabad, dealer in 
oils, wants to establish with U. S. cap- 
ital and know-how a modern castor 
seed crushing plant, crushing load about 
30 tons a day. 

Fase Bros., Al-Riaz, Hyderguda, Hyde- 
rabad, wants participation of U. S. pub- 
lishers of childrens’ books for reproduc- 
tion in India, and wants connections 
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with child psychology organizations to 
provide tests and apparatus, 


J. T. Fernandez, press correspondent, 
Sadhubhaven, B1-1032 Hydreguda, Hy- 
derabad, would like to conduct research 
for U. S. firms needing information 
about different phases of Indian life, 
economy, etc. This information would 
be submitted in written articles along 
with photographs illustrating the ma- 
terjal. Mr. Fernandez is exploring the 
possibility of free-lance journalism cov- 
ering Indian topics for U. S. newspa- 
pers, but also believes that U. S. firms 
could use special reports on various 
phases of Indian life for the develop- 
ment of their markets here. 





Capital Sought To Develop 
Chrome Mines in Turkey 


Sami Motola, exporter of chrome, 
manganese, iron ore, oilseeds, and im- 
porter of cotton yarns, rayon silk and 
cotton goods, seeks approximately 
US$200,000 for the development of 
chrome, manganese, and mercury mines 
in Turkey. 

The proposed organization will be 
formed with Turkish mineowners hold- 
ing prospecting permits. The Istanbul 
firm offers a partnership in the proposed 
venture. 

The mines are said to contain sub- 
stantial reserves. Development reported- 
ly has begun but operations have been 
restricted because of lack of capital 
and adequate machinery. 


Supplemental data are available upon 
request to Sami Motola, 12-13 Huda- 
verdi Han, Sultan-hamam, Istanbul. 


Mozambique To Invite New 
Bids on Railway Project 


A call for new tenders from those 
who submitted bids on construction of 
187 kilometers of railway in Mozam- 
bique will be issued soon by the Mo- 
zambique Harbors, Railways, and Trans- 
port Services. Bids already submitted 
have been rejected by the Government 
as too high. 

When completed, the railway is ex- 
pected to tap the remote Niassa region 
on both sides of the Mozambique bor- 
der and to convert Nacala into the 
third largest port of the Province. 

The project was announced in For- 
eign Commerce Weekly, November 12, 
1956, page 9. 


India Extends Bid Deadline 
For Diesel Locomotives 


The deadline for submission of bids 
for supply of four diesel locomotives to 
the Madras Port Trust has been ex- 
tended to May 31, 1957. 

This trade lead was announced in 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, April 1, 
1957, page 12, 
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NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WORLD TRADE 











The firms and individuals named in 
the following lists have expressed in- 
terest in establishing new business con- 
nections in the United States. 


While every effort is made to include 
only firms or individuals of good re- 
pute, the Department of Commerce 
cannot assume responsibility for any 
transactions undertaken with these 
firms. The usual precautions should be 
taken; all transactions are subject to 
prevailing laws and: regulations in this 
country and abroad, _ 

Supplementary information, in the 
form of literature, catalogs, photo- 
graphs, pricelists, or samples is avail- 
able as indicated by symbol (*). Firms 
domiciled in the United States may ob- 
tain this material on loan from the 
Trade Opportunity Section, Trade De- 
velopment Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 


IMPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Cosmetics 
Italy 


Profumerie DAMA (manufacturer, 
wholesaler, exporter), 21 Via Rocca de 
Baldi, Turin, wishes to export direct 
or through agent cosmetics and per- 
fumeries, especially a new patented 
product called Manidama, a lemon-juice 
cream for hands. Descriptive folder 
available.* 


Curios, Novelties, and Handicrafts 
Austria 


Gebr. Goedde (manufacturer, whole- 
saler, exporter), 9 Matrosengasse, Vi- 
enna VI, wishes to export direct large 
quantities of gift articles such as orna- 
mental and statuary art bronzes, in- 
cluding figurines, animals, and ashtrays, 
with black patina and polished edges. 
Catalog available.* 

British East Africa 

East African Wood Carvings Export- 

ers, P. O. Box 2638, Mombasa, wishes 


to export weed carvings of African 
craftsmanship. 


France 

Etablissements Garnier (manufactur- 
er), 12 rue Lescaris, Nice, wishes to ex- 
port direct large quantities of high- 
quality cigarette boxes made of mirror 
glass with colored or engraved lids; 
also music boxes and other gift items 
in mirror glass. 
Korea 

Sungha Sanup Chusik Wheisa (Sung 
Ha Trading Co. Ltd.) (export and 
commission merchant), Room 101, 91, 
2-ka, Myung-dong, Choong-ku, Seoul, 
wishes to export direct or through 
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agent 10,000 each monthly of decorative 
ornaments, such as handcarved and 
painted wood figurines. Photographs 
and other descriptive details available.* 


Foodstuffs 
Burma 

Maung Aye (export merchant), 106, 
38th St., Rangoon, wishes to export di- 
rect large quantities of grams and 
white beans. 


Fountain Pens 
England 


S. Glassner (export merchant), 68 
Worple Rd., Wimbledon, London, S.W. 
19, wishes to export direct or through 
agent fountain pens. 


Graphite Ore 


Burma 

Maung Aye (export merchant), 106, 
38th St., Rangoon, wishes to export di- 
rect 8,000 tons of dressed graphite ore. 
Analysis available from the exporter. 


Machinery and Machine Tools 


Denmark 

Brodrene Vestergaard (manufactur- 
er and exporter of machinery and mo- 
tors; importer and wholesaler of ma- 
chinery, transportation equipment, and 
tools), 18 Borgergade, Copenhagen, 
wishes to export through an exclusive 
agent for all of the United States high- 
quality heavy-duty service machines for 
gasoline and diesel engines, including 
cylinder boring machines, valve grind- 
ers, main bearing boring machines, 
conrod boring machines, and hydraulic 
erankshaft regrinders. Illustrated and 
descriptive brochure available.* 


Germany 

O. Doerries A.G. (manufacturer, ex- 
porter of complete plants for paper and 
cardboard), 52 Veldenerstrasse, Due- 
ren/Rhid., wishes to’ export direct or 
through agent paper machines and ma- 
chine tools. Catalog available.* 


Sweden 

Elof Hansson (export merchant), Pos- 
thuset, Goteborg C, wishes to export 
through agents, dealers, or distributors, 
machine tools of high-quality Swedish 
manufacture. Catalog available.* 


Mica Sheets 


Burma 

Maung Aye (export merchant), 106, 
38th St., Rangoon, wishes to export di- 
rect 1,000 tons of dressed mica sheets. 
Analysis available from the exporter. 


Railway Ties 


Burma 

Maung Aye (export merchant), 106, 
38th St., Rangoon, wishes to export 
large quantities of Pyinkado or Gurjan 
railway sleepers (both hardwoods), ac- 
cording to buyers’ specifications. 


Tea 
Malaya, Federation of 


Blue Valley Tea Estate (grower, 
processor, exporter), Tanah Rata, 
14 


Cameron Highlands, wishes to export 
direct up to 10,000 Ibs. annually of 
Ceylon type tea and tea dust grown in 
Malaya, in the following grades: FBOP, 
BOP, BOPF, BP, Fannings, and Dust. 
Samples available from the exporter. 


Therapeutic Appliances 
Austria 

Alfred Kieche] (manufacturer), 4 
Bodangasse, Bregenz, wishes to export 
direct or through agent a patented de- 
Viee for hand and finger strengthening 
for musicians, typists, invalids, and 


others. The device consists of a wrist- 
band to which is affixed a small ad- 
justable rubber tube at the end of 


which is a leather cap to fit one finger. 
Illustrated and descriptive leaflet in 
German available.* 

Watches 


France 

OLMEXHOR, Groupement Francais 
d’Expansion Horlogere (sales organiza- 
tion representing a combine of French 
watch manufacturers), 2, place du 8 
Septembre, Besancon (Doubs), wishes 
to export direct or through agent men’s 
ahd ladies’ 15- or 17-jeweled, antimag- 


netic, unbreakable watches having self- 


compensating Elinvar hairsprings 
rustproof Phylnox mainsprings. 
Wire 
Germany 

Adolf Bergfeld, Drahtwarenfabrik 
(manufacturer, exporter), 21 Bahnhof- 
strasse, Bad Salzuflen, wishes to export 
direct 5,000 kg. of laid wires, twisted 
wires, stranded wires, wire seals, and 
sealing wire for seals, of high-quality 
soft galvanized iron wires, in coils, 
cardboard spools, in straightened and 
cut ends, and bundles of 1,000 pieces 
each or similar. Samples available.* 


and 





W ellington Uniform Firm 
Seeks U. S. Licensor 


The Professional Uniform Co., 
Ltd., manufacturer of uniforms of 
all kinds except military, seeks a 
licensing arrangement with a 
U. S. firm for the manufacture of 


professional uniforms in New 
Zealand on a royalty basis. 
A good market reportedly 


exists in New Zealand for profes- 
sional uniforms. The firm is said 
to have a wide experience in this 
line, and an expansion program is 
proposed. 

D. C. Wilson, managing director 
of the firm, Box 886, Wellington, 
plans to be in the United States 
in June or July of this year. The 
exact date of arrival has not been 
announced. Meanwhile, interested 
firms are invited to correspond 
direct with him at the Wellington 
address. 











EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Aircraft, Aeronautical.Equipmeng 
Netherlands 

N. V. Nesolas (importing distributor) 
150 Nassaukade, Amsterdam, W.,, wishes 
to purchase direct all kinds of tools, 
and parts and accessories for air 





both eivil and military; and aviation | 


safety equipment. 
American standard specifications are 
acceptable, and wishes representation 
of U. S. manufacturers of the Subject 
goods for Netherlands, Belgium, Luxem. 
bourg (Benelux), and West Germany, 


Automatic Controls 
Italy 


Ing. R. Coppo & Co. (importer, sales 
agent), 37/5 Via XX Settembre, Genoa, 
wishes to purchase direct and to act 
as sole selling agent for Italy for aute. 
matic controls and instruments for ayi. 
ation, chemical, and oil-processing in- 
dustries. 


Firm states that 


Chemicals and Pharmaceuticals 
Austria 

Transalpina, Unternehmung fuer In 
dustriebedarf, Inhaber Dr. Max Vinat. 
zer (importer, wholesaler, sales agent 
handling industrial supplies), 8 Eliza. 
bethstrasse, Vienna I, wishes to pur 
chase direct 
and powder for molding and extruding, 
Belgium 

Cocentra, Comptoir General de Vem 
tes et de Representations S.p.r.l. (im 


porter, exporter, sales agent), 72 rue 
du Patijntje, Ghent, wishes to purchase 
direct basic chemicals and pharma- 
ceuticals. 

. Comptoir des Scories & Produits 
Chimiques S. A. (importer, exporter, 
wholesaler, manufacturers’ agent), 2 


rue du Transvaal, Berchem near Ant 
werp, wishes to purchase direct and 
seeks agency for chemicals. 
Mexico 

Mario Diaz Ceballos—Productos Kan, 
S. A. (manufacturer of patent medi 
cines), Durango No. 197 y 123, Mexico, 
D.F., wishes to purchase and distribute 
additional lines of pharmaceuticals, and 
possibly at a later date enter into a 


licensing agreement to manufacture 
and package them in their laboratories. 
Cosmetics 

Sweden 


AB Ervino (importing distributor, 
manufacturers’ agent), 6 Valigatan, 
Goteborg C, wishes to purchase direct 
and seeks agency from U. S. manufac- 
turers or exporters of good-quality cos- 
metics, such as lipsticks, nail polish, 
powder, and related preparations. De- 
scriptive literature and pricelists de 
sired as soon as possible. 


Foodstuffs 


Morocco 
Joe O’Hana (importing distributor), 
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93. rue de |'Aviation Francaise, Casa- 
planca, wishes to purchase direct large 
quantities of foodstuffs, especially ce- 
reals (wheat) and soya oil, for sale to 
government and other agencies. 


Fruit Pulp 

New Zealand 

Toop & Neilson, Ltd. (importing dis- 
tributor, manufacturers’ agent, manu- 
facturer of syrups and cordials for 
milk bars), 2-8 Allen St., Wellington, 
wishes to purchase direct from U. S. 
manufacturers orange pulp or de- 
hydrated pulp for preparation of syrups 
or cordials; must contain 35% orange 
cells. 


Garden Equipment 
Netherlands 

Agromotor Kunzli (importer, whole- 
saler of agricultural and horticultural 
machinery and tools), 40 Handelskade, 
Zutphen, wishes to purchase direct on 
an exclusive basis specialty farm and 


garden equipment, including garden 
sprinklers and couplings. 

Machinery 

India 

Raghubir Saran & Sons (banker), 


Mandi Bans, Moradabad, U.P., wishes 
to purchase direct one complete, eco- 
nomical plant for manufacturing razor 


blades. Address correspondence to at- 
~ tention of Mr. Shanker Saran Kothi- 
wala, partner. 

Metals 

Austria 

Gustav Goeransson (importer, sales 


agent handling steel, ferroalloys, and 
metals), 5 Invalidenstrasse, Vienna ITI, 
wishes to purchase direct and seeks 
agency for steel, ferroalloys, and metals. 


Oil Stoves 
Netherlands 


N.V. Technisch Bureau Kobach (im- 
porting distributor), 168 Noordsingel, 
Rotterdam, wishes to purchase direct 
first-quality oil stoves for domestic 
heating, burning kerosene, fuel oil, or 
gasoline. 


Shoemakers' Supplies 
Netherlands 


N.V, Lederhandel Gebr. Scholte (im- 
porter, wholesaler, exporter, sales 
agent), 422 Nieuwe Binnenweg, Rotter- 
dam, wishes to purchase direct up to 
100,000 pairs of readymade leather and 
rubber soles from army surplus stocks. 


Textiles 
Kuwait 

H. Ali Hussain (merchant and com- 
mission agent; importer of nylon, 
taffeta, rayon, and first-class textiles 
for men and women), P.O. Box No. 731, 
New St., Kuwait, wishes to purchase 
direct and seeks agent for first-class 
textiles, 


Lebanon 
Robert Howes Co, (direct agent of a 
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South African Railways 
To Buy Cars 


The Administration of South 
African Railways and Harbors 
has completed specifications for 
1,007 passenger cars valued at 
about SA£20 million (SAf£1= 
US$2.80) and will, probably ask 
for tenders in June. The average 
price per car is estimated at 
20,000 pounds, 

The tender may be for the total 
quantity of 1,007 cars, but there 
is a possibility that tenders may 
be called for in smaller lots. The 
order will be for the following 
types of cars: 87, Ist class; 450, 
2d class; 190, 3d class; 180, Ist 
and 2d class, composite; and 100 
vans, 

Interested firms may wish to 
contact the General Manager, 
Administration of South African 
Railways and Harbors, Johannes- 
burg, Union of South Africa. 











group of British woolen worsted suite 
ings mills, with exclusive representation 
for Middle East), Acra Bldg., place de 
l'Etoile, Beirut, wishes to purchase di- 
rect from U. S. mills cotton drills, khaki 
and white 2x2, sanforized, uniform and 
shirting weights, approximately 105 cm. 
wide, 


AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES 


Aircraft, Aeronautical Equipment 
Austria 

Franz Kraft! (wholesaler of screws 
and screw machine parts), 4 Parkring, 
Vienna I, seeks agency for helicopters 
and small airplanes, as well as acces- 
sories and parts therefor for private, 
commercial, industrial, and military use. 


Building Tiles 
Canada 


The Industrial Distributing Co. (man- 
ufacturers’ agent, importing distribu- 
tor), 293 Kipling Avenue So., Toronto 
14, Ontario, seeks agency for glazed 
structural tiles. Firm is specifically in- 
terested in exclusive representation for 
the Provinces of Ontario and Quebec. 





Cigarettes 
French West Africa 


Paul Matter (importing distributor, 
manufacturers’ agent, commission mer- 
chant, broker), 8 ave. de la Republique, 
Dakar, seeks exclusive agency for any 
well-known brand of American cig- 
arettes. 


Cosmetics 
Libyo 
Elia Labi (importer, wholesaler, re- 


tailer), 294 Giaddat Istiklal, Tripoli, is 
interested in obtaining an agency to act 


as distributor and retailer for well- 
known American. cosmetic products 
which have been advertised and sold on 
a large scale in the United States, such 
as cosmetics, perfumes, make-up, and 
toilet preparations, 


Drugs- 
Burma 


Aarojan Clinic (importer, wholesaler, 
retailer of medicines, and chemical and 
medical apparatus), 96 20th St., Ran- 
goon, seeks agency for drugs. 


Foodstuffs 
Lebanon 


J. E. T. Co. (manufacturers’ agent, 
commission merchant), P. O. Box 4000, 
Abdul Aziz St., Beirut, seeks agency for 
canned foods. 


El Salvador 


AFT, Inc. (importing distributor, man- 
ufacturers’ agent, broker), Aptdo. Pos- 
ta] 309, Avenida Espana 154, San Salva- 
dor, seeks agency for food products, 
especially pure refined Jard, canned 
foods including fruit juices, spaghetti, 
and macaroni. 


Knife Blanks 
Israel 

BICO Commercial and _ Industrial 
Representations—Isaae Hasin (import- 
er, manufacturers’ agent, commission 
merchant handling all kinds of raw ma- 
terials, iron, steel, nonferrous metals, 
machinery, irrigation accessories, and 
valves), P. O. Box 1584, Tel Aviv, 
wishes to represent U. S.-manufactur- 
ers —on an exclusive basis only — for 
blanks for knives, all sizes, made of 
stainless steel and carbon steel; first 
order minimum $25,000. 
Machinery 
Austria 

Transalpina, Unternehmung fuer In- 
dustriebedarf,, Inhaber Dr. Max Vin- 
atzer (importer, wholesaler, sales agent 
handling industrial supplies), 8 Elisa- 
bethstrasse, Vienna I, seeks agency for 


semiautomatic and fully automatic 
metalworking machinery. 
France 

Brifer (Societe) (manufacturer of 
hollow ceramic building blocks; whole- 
saler, retailer, sales agent handling 
building equipment and material), 66 
Boulevard Gabriel Koenig, Toulouse, 
Haute-Garonne, seeks agency for all 
types—preferably new articles or ma- 
terial—of machinery, equipment, sup- 
plies, and building materials for use by 
public works and building contractors. 
Descriptive literature and price lists de- 
sired by firm. 
Medical Supplies 


India 


Chunilall Maganmull (importer, com- 
mission merchant), 158 Cross St, 
Calcutta, seeks agency for clinical ther- 
mometers. 


| 
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Notions 
Union of South Africa 


Geoff. E. Pritchard (manufacturers’ 
representative), 51 Manchester House, 
Von Weilligh & Pritchard Sts., P. O. 
Box 10037, Johannesburg, seeks agency 
for nylon embroidered and Guipure 
edgings and allovers. 


Novelties 
Lebanon 


J. E. T. Co. (manufacturers’ agent, 
commission merchant), P. O. Box 4000, 
Abdul Aziz St., Beirut, seeks agency for 
novelties. 


Sewing Machines 


New Zealand 

Textile Yarns & Machinery (1956), 
Ltd. (manufacturers’ agent, commission 
merchant), Cnr. Queen & Victoria Sts., 
Auckland, wishes to obtain agency from 
U. S. manufacturers for special high- 
speed sewing machines and ancillary 
equipment. 


Sulfur 


Union of South Africa 

P. J. Wootton & Co. (Pty.), Ltd. 
(manufacturers’ agent), P. O. Box 1595, 
Durban, wishes to obtain agency for 
refined sulfur suitable for use in sugar 
refining processes; maximum permissi- 
ble arsenic content, 0.0001. 


Textiles 
Belgium 

Joseph Albert Coppens (commission 
agent), 59 ave. Jean Jaures, Schaar- 


beek-Brussels, is interested in obtaining 
exclusive agencies from U. S. textile 
manufacturers on a commission basis 
for printed cotton fabrics, rayon, or 
other synthetic fabrics. 
Canada 

Niehues & Duetting of Canada Co., 
Ltd. (commission merchant handling 
woven cotton and rayon piece goods), 
Suite 319, 1410 Stanley St., Montreal, 
P. Q., seeks agency for cotton and rayon 
materials, as well as silks. Correspon- 
dence should be addressed to the at- 
tention of W. Homann, managing 
director. 
India 

Chunilall Maganmull (importer, com- 
mission merchant), 158 Cross St., Cal- 
cutta 7, seeks agency for cotton piece 
goods, cotton yarn, and artificial silk 
yarn in cakes, 2d and 3d qualities. 
Lebanon 

J. E. T. Co. (manufacturers’ agent, 
commission merchant), P. O. Box 4000, 
Abdul Aziz St., Beirut, seeks agency for 
textiles. 


Tires and Tubes 
Saudi Arabia 

Saied Aly Ba-Makhrama (importing 
distributor, manufacturers’ agent, com- 
mission merchant), P. O. Box 399, Jid- 
da, seeks agency from U. S. manufac- 
turers for tires and tubes, Firm wishes 
catalogs and price lists. 
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FOREIGN 
VISITORS 











Canada 

Evert Nowee, representing the Nova 
Scotia Tartan, Ltd., 389 Barrington St., 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, is interested in 
the retail of handwoven textiles, hand- 
wrought silver, pottery, leather, and 
tartans. Was scheduled to arrive April 
25, via Boston, for a visit of about a 
week. U. S. address: c/o Laferne Hotel, 
Atlantie City, N. J. Itinerary: ‘Roches+ 
ter, New York, and will attend the 
Atlantic City Exhibition. 
Dominican Republic 

Mrs. Carmen Guillermina Landestoy 
Vda. Parra, representing self, No. 3, 
Boechio St., Ciudad Trujillo, is inter- 
ested in buying machinery for a small 
industry for the manufacture of hos- 
pital garments—uniforms, aprons, and 
caps—and linen; in observing and study- 
ing the operations of the machinery; in 
visiting some similar industries and hos- 
pitals; and in obtaining technical in- 
formation. Was scheduled to arrive 
April 21, via New York, for a 4-month 
visit. 


U. S. address: c/o 251 West 95th St., 


— 


Apartment 7-S, New York 25, N. Y. 
Itinerary: New York; Rockford, IIL; 
and Chicago. 
England 

Leo G. Ayling, representing Ayling 


Industries Group, Horsham, Sussex, and 
David Marr, representing Crawley In- 
dustrial Products, Ltd., 46/48 Wellesley 
Road, Croydon, are interested in visit- 
ing the Cleveland Coal Convention and 
Exposition May 13-16, to see the latest 
developments in U. S. mining. They 
wish to ascertain the extent of interest 
of American mining engineers and man- 
ufacturers in development of Longwall 
mining, with the purpose of assigning 
the engineering royalty and manufac- 
turing rights of their specialized equip- 
ment to U. S. manufacturers. Scheduled 
to arrive May 10, via New York, for an 
ndefinite period. 

U. S. address: c/o Biltmore Hotel, 
Vadison Ave. and 43rd St., New York, 
N. Y¥., May 10-11; c/o Manger Hotel, 
Cleveland, Ohio, May 12-16. Itinerary: 
New York, Cleveland, and other cities. 

P. Briess, representing B. & P. Lab- 
oratories, Ltd., 9 Packington Rd., Ac- 
ton, London, W. 3, is interested in 
investigating the market situation and 
making personal contacts for the sale 
of a new type of seamless gelatine cap- 
sules and machines for producing these 
capsules. Scheduled to arrive May 19, 
via New York, for a visit of 4 to 6 
weeks. U. S. address: c/o Eric Briess 
Ine., 225 West 57th St., New York 19, 
N. Y. Itinerary: New York, Los An- 
geles, San Francisco, and other cities. 


France 


Jean Regis, 


manager, representing 
Heurtey, 


38 Avenue Georges M 
Paris, is interested in heating tee. 
niques, furnaces, and gas producers, 
Was scheduled to arrive April 24, ya 
New York, for a 6-week visit. U, Ss. 
address: c/o Heat & Industry, 139 
Broadway, Suite 1045, New York, N_y, 
Itinerary: New York,. Philadelphia 
Pittsburgh, Cleveland, Detroit, Chicago, 
and Boston. 


Germany 


Gotthard Goetze, representing Welj 
Wirkerei Auerswald & Goetze, Postfach 
3, Nuernberg 30, is interested in maki 
business contacts for import and ex. 
port of lingerie. Was scheduled to ar. 
rive April 22, via New York, for a 
3-week visit. U. S. address: c/o Park 
Sheraton Hotel, Seventh Ave. and 55th 
St., New York, N. Y. Itinerary: New 
York, Boston, Philadelphia, Cleveland, 
and Washington. 


Greece 
George Dracos, representing Izola 
S.A. (manufacturer of electric house. 


hold appliances, enamelled sanitary 
ware, welded steel and cast iron pipes), 
40 Egheou St., Kallithea, Athens, is 
interested in the manufacture of elee- 
trical household appliances and wishes 
to visit U. S. manufacturers to obtain 
technical information on modern meth 
ods of production. Was scheduled to 
arrive April 19, via New York, for a 
5-week visit. U. S. address: c/o Plaza 
Hotel, Fifth Ave. & 59th St., New York, 
N. Y. Itinerary: New York, Boston, 
Washington, and Chicago. 


Indonesia 


Z. A. Hadi, director, and M. Moechiis, 
representing Hadi Trading & Indus- 
trial Corp. (importer, manufacturer, 
exporter), 19 Djalan Kongsi Tiga, 
Djakarta, are interested in equipment 
and supplies including electronic goods, 
teletype machines, air-conditioning 
units, and sewing machines, and wish to 
visit U. S. manufacturers. Scheduled to 
arrive the middle of May, via New 
York, for a month's visit. 

U. S. address: c/o Southeast Asia- 
American Industrial Corp., 50 Church 
St., New York 7, N. Y. Itinerary: New 
York, Detroit, Cedar Rapids, Chicago, 
and other cities. 


Italy 


Paolo Renieri, representing Casa Vini- 
cola Ugo Posarelli (producer, exporter 
of wines), Gambassi, Firenze, is inter- 
ested in selling wines. Was scheduled to 
arrive April 13, via New York, for a 6 
week visit. U. S. address: c/o Italian 
Exhibit, U. S. World Trade Fair, New 
York Coliseum, New York, N. Y. Itiner- 
ary: New York, Washington, and Chi- 
cago. 


Japan 


Satoshi Odagirl, Managing Director 
of Dowa Mining Co., Ltd. (Dow Kogyo 
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Kabushiki Kaisha), Tekko Bldg., Ma- 

chi 1-chome, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, 
js interested in business and technical 
surveys for improvement of manage- 
ment and methods of production of 
mining iron and copper ore and smelting 
nonferrous metals. Scheduled to arrive 
the latter part of May, via New York, 
for a month’s visit. 

U. S. address: c/o Daiichi Bussan 
Kaisha, Ltd., New York Branch, Room 
9304, 30 Broad St., New York 4, N. Y. 
Itinerary: New York; Washington; 
Philadelphia; Buffalo; Chicago; Butte 
and Anaconda, Mont.; Salt Lake City; 
Las Vegas; Phoenix; Houston; San 
Francisco; and Seattle. 

Kichiro Takashima, representing S. 
Takashima Pearl Co. (Takashima Shin- 
ju-ten, Yugen Kaisha), No. 12 5-gochi, 
Shiba Park, Minato-ku, Tokyo, is inter- 
ested in exporting cultured pearls to 
the United States. Scheduled to arrive 
May 25, via San Francisco, for a 
month’s visit. U. S. address: c/o Bien- 
enfeld Arnold Co., 607 Fifth Ave., New 
York 17, N. Y. Itinerary: San Fran- 
cisco, Los Angeles, New York, Chicago 
and Washington. 


Mexico 

Miguel Moragrega Olle, director, and 
Miguel Moragrega Baquer, manager, 
representing Moragrega, S.A. (grocer, 
owner of 5 super markets), Calle Ocam- 
po No. 131, Guadalajara, are interested 
in purchasing equipment for supermar- 
kets. Were scheduled to arrive May 1, 
via Los Angeles, for a 2-week visit. U. S. 
address: c/o Beverly Hills Hotel, 9641 
Sunset Blvd., Beverly Hills, Calif.; and 
c/o Francis Drake Hotel, Sutter and 
Powell Sts., San Francisco, Calif. Itin- 
erary: Los Angeles and San Francisco. 
Spain 

Pedro Puig Ibanez, representing Di- 
solventes Hidrogenados (manufacturer 
of chemical] products), Avda Jose An- 
tonio 40, Hospitalet de Llobregat (Bar- 
celona), is interested in importing raw 
materials for pharmaceutical products 
as well as pure and finished chemical 
products. He seeks technical informa- 
tion on automation in the chemical 
products industry. Scheduled to arrive 
the latter part of May, via New York, 


for a 2-month visit. Itinerary: New 
York, Washington, Chicago, Detroit, 
and Boston. 

Taiwan 

M. S. Cheng, M. K. Sun, Schu-Dseng 
Mei, and Yu-Chen Liu, representing 


Sino-American Cultural & Economie 
Association, 6, Lane 168, Sinye Rd., 
Section 2, Taipei, are interested in 
exporting Chinese handicrafts to the 
United States and seek technical in- 
formation regarding handicraft design, 
home furnishings, etc. Were scheduled 
to arrive May 5, via Seattle, for a 6- 
month visit. 

U. S. address: c/o Chinese Consulate 
General, Seattle, Wash. Itinerary: In- 
ternational Trade Fair, Seattle, May 
17-26; San Francisco, June 1-12; Okla- 
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cia & Presutti 


homa Semi-Centennial Exposition, Okla- 
homa City, June 14-July 7; Denver, 
July 8-31; Atlanta Food Show, Atlanta, 
August 3-7; Boston, Philadelphia, Wash- 


ington, and Baltimore, August 8-Sep- 
tember 30; New York, during October 
for the National Business Show—Oc- 


tober 28-November 1. 
Venezuela 


Denio Sbariscia, representing Sbaris- 
Pastificio Universal 
(manufacturer of Pasta macaroni prod- 
ucts), Carretera Blanca, Kilomater 4, 
Puerto LaCruz, is interested in import- 
ing flour and wishes to visit U. S. flour 
mills. Was scheduled to arrive Apri] 30, 
via New York, for a 45-day visit. U. S. 
address not stated. Itinerary: New 
York, Chicago, and Minneapolis. 





NEW TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 











The Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision has published the follow- 
ing new trade lists of which mim- 
eographed copies may be obtained 
by firms domiciled in the United 
States from this Division and from 
Department of Commerce Field 
Offices. The price is $2 a list for 
each a 
Most of these lists are prefaced 
by a brief review of basic trade 
and industry data collected in 
making the compilations. 
American Firms, Subsidiaries, 
Affiliates—Turkey, March 1957. 
Dry Goods and Clothing Importers 
and Dealers—British Honduras. March 
1957. 
Hardware Importers and Dealers — 
Colombia. March 1957. 
Medicinal and Toilet Preparation Im- 
porters and Dealers—Haiti. April 1957. 
Musical Instrument Importers and 
Dealers—Japan. April 1957. 
Photographic Supply Dealers and 
Photographers—United Kingdom, March 
1957. 
Provision Importers and Dealers — 
Cuba. March 1957. 
Radio and Television Equipment and 
Component Importers and Dealers — 
Colombia, April 1957. 


and 





Investment Opportunities .. . 
(Continued from page 12) 


machine tools to meet modern ‘manu- 
facturing requirements. The firm’s iron 
foundries reportedly have been re- 
modeled and fully mechanized and pro- 
duce castings from 2 to 300 pounds in 
weight, with an output of 600 tons (sin- 
gle shift) a week. 

Interested firms are invited to corre- 
spond direct with R. L. Brownhill, 
commercial and financial director of 
the firm, at the Staffs address. A de- 
scriptive leaflet is available for review 
on loan from the Investment Develop- 
ment Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. 


The Chadwick Machine Co., Ltd., 


WORLD TRADE LEADS 


Cleckheaton, Yorkshire, England, manu- 
facturer of woolen carding machinery, 
is interested in expanding production 
facilities and in this connection seeks a 


licensing arrangement with a U. S. 
firm for the manufacture and distribu- 
tion in the United Kingdom, Europe, 
and other countries, of a suitable engi- 
neering product.. The firm offers roy- 
alty payments for any products manu- 
factured, or will consider other arrange- 
ments to satisfy the licensor. 

A brochure describing the company’s 
carding machinery is available for re- 
view on loan from BFC’s Investment 
Development Division. Interested firms 
also are invited to correspond direct 
with M. R. M. Tetlow, managing direc- 
tor of the firm, at the Yorkshire ad- 
dress 


U. S. firms interested in establishing 
manufacturing facilities in the United 
Kingdom may be interested in purchas- 
ing a newly built factory which is of- 
fered for sale by a firm whose name is 
being withheld by request. 


The plant, located 25 miles west of 
London, reportedly covers an area of 
10,000 square feet, is said to be ther- 
mally insulated and electrically heated 
throughout. The plant is said to be 
suitable for light engineering since it 
is equipped with twenty-five presses 
of up to 150-ton capacity, automatics, 
capstans, millers, toolroom, and infra- 
red stove enameling and spot welding 
facilities. 


Supplemental data regarding this 
factory are available for review on loan 
from BFC’s Investment Development 
Division. Interested firms are .in- 
vited to address their inquiries to 
Messrs. Foster and Stephens, Chartered 
Accountants, 77 Harborne Road, Bir- 
mingham, England. 





Japan Register Gives 
Data on Products 


The 1957-58 English edition of 
the Japan Register of Merchants, 
Manufacturers, and Shippers con- 
tains comprehensive data on many 
Japanese manufacturing and com- 
mercial firms as well as on Jap- 
? anese products. 


The 800-page register also lists 
various chambers of commerce, 
trade associations, and the prin- 
cipal hotels in Japan. 


A copy is available for refer- 
ence in the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 

Copies may be obtained for $15 
each from the Japan Register 
Publishing Office, Inc., Tokyo, 
Japan. 


























U. S. Firms Invest in Seven New 
Factory Projects in Scotland 


This is a report on a survey made by the U. S. Consulate, Glasgow, 


Samuel O. Ruff 
U. S. Consul, Glasgow 


of U. S. firms which have established plants in that area since the end 


of World War Ii. 


For the purposes of this survey, the 26 factories of 24 U, S. firms 
were divided into 2 groups: The 19 factories already in production, 
which had been set up in the postwar decade, and the new factory 
projects under construction. The presence of 24 U. S. firms and 26 fac- 
tories is explained by the fact that 2 firms already in production had 
new factory projects at other sites of such magnitude as to be consid- 


ered new plants. 


There are, in fact, 42 American plants now in operation in the 
whole of Scotland, 35 of which have been established since 1945. 


The value of 7 new U. S. factory projects under 


construction in 


the Glasgow area of Scotland exceeds the combined investment made 
in the 19 postwar factories already in ‘production. 

The 2 most important U. S. industries established in that area— 
Office machines and earth-moving machinery—have been recognized by 


a spokesman of the British Govern- 
ment’s Board of Trade (BOT) as among 
the 5 most promising lines for Scot- 
land’s future industrial development. 

U. S. firms have maintained the post- 
war trend of establishing plants in 
Scotland, despite a slash in funds 
available to the Board of Trade for 
providing rent-subsidized factory space 
to attract new industries. 

The 19 postwar American factories 
now in preduction in the Glasgow area 
had a total output in 1956 valued at 
£24.555 million, or US$68.474 million. 
These established firms almost without 
exception described 1956 as their best 
year, with the highest production fig- 
ures to date. Their plants, representing 
a total investment of £13.332 million, or 
US$37.331 million, are all established in 
factory space leased at favorable rates 
from the Scottish Industrial Estates 
(SIE), an agency of the BOT. Ten of 
these firms were expanding their plants 
and five had moved during the year 


from “nest factories,” or pilot plants, 
to occupy new plant space totaling 
731,000 square feet. 

Training Programs Active . 


These 19 U. S. firms employ a total 
labor force of 12,293 persons. Their 
managements have been actively en- 
gaged in training programs and have 
either sent industrial foremen trainees 
to the United States or have had spe- 
cialists from the United States visit 
Scotland. All have been consolidating 
their internal operations, making time 
studies and applying cost-accounting 
procedures for the purpose of cutting 
unit cost of production. 

Classified according to products, 
these American firms fall roughly into 
four general categories: Manufactur- 





ers of office machines; medium and 
light engineering; electrical goods; and 
various others. The _  office-machine 
group, with three factories, had a total 
product in 1956 valued at £7.5 million. 
Medium engineering, including earth- 
moving machinery and coal-cutting ma- 
chines, came next with a value of £65 
million. Third was light engineering, 
including process controls, thermostats, 
clocks, and razor blades with a value 
of £5.25 million. . 

The electrical goods group, which is 
only in partial production, had a value 
of £28 million. The others, which in- 
cluded one each of manufacturers of 
women's undergarments, fireproof 
boards, and paper patterns, accounted 
for the remaining £2.505 million. Four 
more firms are engaged primarily in 
assembly and distribution, with a rela- 
tively much smaller output. 


Export Markets Important 

These American firms were particu- 
larly successful in developing export 
markets in 1956. Such exports, valued 
at £13,722,500, or US$38.423 million, ac- 
counted for 56 percent of their total 
sales, with the bulk going to the ster- 
ling area. The largest single exporter 
was one of the earth-moving machinery 
companies which exported 81 percent 
of its production. The office-machine 
group all had exports between 60 and 
70 percent of the value of production. 

A recent trend is an interest in the 
dollar market. Four firms, including 
the three office-machine firms, have 
important dollar markets. One firm 
manufactures a component and deliv- 
ers it to Detroit, with all import duties 
paid, at competitive prices. Another 
firm, which ran into unexpected diffi- 


culties in the United Kingdom market 
with the purchase tax and local com- 
petition, reassessed its market position 
in 1956 and is tooling up a new range 
of products for the dollar area, 


New Plants Established 

New U. S. investment activity in the 
Glasgow area last year centered on 
factories which, when in operation, will 
cover 1.386 million square feet of plant 
space. Five of these are being set up 
by firms newly arrived in Scotland; 
two, under’ construction, will be 
branches of American firms already in 
production in this region. These 7 
firms plan to invest over £15 million, 
or US$42 million, before the end of 
1958 and to provide employment for 
over 4,600 people. 

Those U. S. firms in operation before 
1956 gave the following as their princi- 
pal reasons for coming to Scotland: 

@-Sterling markets.—All came for 
the sterling market. One observed that 
with a factory in the United Kingdom 
he was able to get 50 to 60 percent 
of the sterling market, while from the 
United States he was limited to fring- 
ing the market at 10 percent. 

@® Low rents.—All appreciated the 
advantages of the subsidized factory 
space which had been leased from the 
SIE at rates which were originally as 
low as 1s.6d., or US$0.21, a square foot 
but are now up to 2s. 9d., or US$0.39, 
for new space. 

@® Low labor costs. 

While subsidized factory space “may 
have been a foremost attraction in pre- 
ceding years, the shortage of it in 1956 
could only mean that other factors 
were decisive in bringing new U. S&S. 
firms to Scotland. The BOT was able 
to assist newcomers in search of fact- 
tory space only in exceptional cases, 
such as when there was a windfall of 
factory space when some firm moved 
out of an industrial estate. 

Because of the limited funds appro- 
priated for this purpose, the BOT has 
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restricted its assistance under its fac- 
tory-subsidy program to previous com- 
mitments and to the construction of 
extensions to factories alrgady in Scot- 
jand. Three of these new UV, S. firms 
therefore undertook to. build factories 
at their own expense, while the other 
four managed to receive BOT assist- 
ance because of turnovers, a previous 
commitment, or BOT’s priority on ex- 
tensions to existing factories. The fac- 
tors which attracted new U. S. firms 
to Scotland in the order of their rela- 
tive importance in 1956 were: 

e Accessibility to the sterling mar- 
ket. 

@ Labor; availability of semiskilled 
Jabor in an engineering area at low 
cost. 

e@ Availability of raw materials and 
component or subassembly manufac- 
turers 

@ Goodwill of the Scottish officials. 


U.S. Investment Welcomed 


Scottish Government officials, indus- 
trialists, and labor leaders have taken 
note in the past year of the contribu- 
tions which U. S. investment has made 
in providing employment and industrial 
development in their region, as well as 
to Britain’s exports and balance of pay- 
ments. Last January the BOT spokes- 
man for the Minister of State for Scot- 
Jand cited the earth-moving machinery 
and office machines industries, created 
mainly by the establishment of U. S. 
branch plants in that area, as 2 of the 
5 lines along which Scottish industrial 
development could well proceed, the 
others being electronics, petrochemicals, 
and atomic energy. 

As to exports, it is widely known 
that more than half of all production, 
by value, of U. S. firms operating in 
Scotland in 1956 was sold abroad. Be- 
cause they recognize that new industry, 
including U. S.-owned industry, must be 
attracted to | employment-depressed 
g@reas, like Lanarkshire, the Scottish 
Trades Union Congress in January 1957 
attacked the BOT’s restrictions in fac- 
tory subsidies as an indirect .cause of 
local unemployment. 

Labor leaders and other interested 
local groups are aware too that the in- 
troduction of new industries, such as 
the earth-moving machinery industry 
set up by American firms, constitute 
one more stage in the diversification 
of engineering industries on the Clyde— 
a@ goal eagerly sought since the depres- 
sion in shipbuilding wrought social 
havoe in the 1930's. This accounts for 
their desire to aid such firms in making 
contact with suppliers and subassembly 
manufacturers, and to place any wind- 
falls of factory space which may come 
from turnovers at the SIE at their dis- 
posal. 

The importance of both sets of fac- 
tors can be illustrated with reference 
to one of the new industries. 

Earth-moving machinery, with new 
investment of £6.6 million (US$18.48 
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million) or 44 percent of the total, 
leads the list of products in which 
U. S. factory expansion took place in 
1956, followed in order by petrochemi- 
cals (polythelene), rubber tires, office 
machiney, diesel engines, and winch 
assemblies. The lead of this ingustry is 
even more pronounced when it is noted 
that both the diesel engines and the 
winches will be manufactured primar-™ 
ily as component assemblies for earth- 
moving machinery companies. 

This U. S.-owned industry in Scot- 
land consists of two competing com- 
panies: One has been in production 
since 1950 and plans a large expansion 
program in 1956; the other, a new ar- 
rival, began to construct its own plant 


_in 1956. 


The two companies have had different 
experience with the factory construc- 
tion problem in Scotland. One firm has 
had the opportunity of renting cheap 
factory space, because it obtained a 
commitment from the Government upon 
its arrival in 1950 for its full program 
of phased expansion. The other firm, 
which arrived in the factory-scarce 
year of 1956, decided to buy land and 
build its factory at its own expense 
and is building the biggest American 
postwar plant in Scotland—covering an 
area of 600,000 square feet. 

Both firms have located their fac- 
tories in the high unemployment area 
of Lanarkshire where there is a reser- 
voir of at least semiskilled labor and- 
where their employment prospects 
make them especially welcome to the 
Scots. This location is also particu- 
larly advantageous from the point of 
view of prospective steel supplies, since 
both companies plan to get their spe- 
cial requirements of steel plate and 
steel alloys from a British supplier who 
is now constructing new plants nearby. 
One firm reported that provision for its 
steel alloy requirements in the expan- 
sion program of this British supplier 
was the decisive factor in bringing the 
company to Scotland. 

Officials of these firms appear to be 
well satisfied with Scottish labor and 
observe that productivity would be even 
higher if the Scottish worker had the 
same machine tools and wage incentives 
which the U. S. worker enjoys. 


Subsidy Funds Reduced 


Observers believe that the earth- 
moving machinery industry is the most 
important postwar addition to the 
Clydeside engineering economy, and 
one which, in a few years, will pass 
both whiskey and knit goods on the 
list of leading Scottish exports. Most 
of the output of this industry will be 
exported. Scottish officials have com- 
mented that the establishment of these 
two major producers in Scotland may 
make the Clyde area the most im- 
portant source of this type of machin- 
ery outside of the U. S. 

One facet of British Government pol- 
icy with respect to investment which 


is of particular importance to this re- 
gion is the issue of subsidized factory 
space, since the Treasury has to pro- 
vide the funds for the construction of 
such new factories for leasing. In 1956, 
the funds available to the BOT for this 
purpose were cut, in line with the Gov- 
ernment’s anti-inflationary monetary 
and fiscal policies which sought to cur- 


tail capital investment and Govern- 
ment expenditure. 


In order to spread Government as- 
sistance as widely as possible the BOT, 
through its regional office is Scotland, 
has given priority on the limited con- 
struction funds available, and on sub- 
sidized factory space which has become 
available through turnover, to existing 
factories. However, despite the lack of 
such inducements, five new American 
firms came to Scotland last year. Three 
of these decided, under the circum- 
stances, to build plants at their own 
expense, while the BOT was able to 
make available funds or factory space 
for the other two. 

If funds could be made available for 
this purpose, the BOT would tend to 
favor a policy of long-term financing, 
such as was worked out at the end of 
1955 with an American firm which set 
up its factory in Scotland at that time. 
Under this long-term financing plan, 
the SIE builds the factory for the com- 
pany, and the firm buys it outright 
under an amortization program in 
which payments are equalized over a 
period of 20 years. 


Tox Advantage Afforded 


This plan affords a tax advantage 
in that such payments can be allowed 
as business expenses for tax purposes. 
Such a plan could also provide the BOT 
with a revolving fund for further fi- 
nancing from the annual payments 
made against these loans. However, no 
such facilities have been made avail- 
able since the end of 1955 nor are ex- 
pected available for the rest of 1957. 

In the meantime, {if they wish, 
American investors with officially ap- 
proved projects can take advantage of 
the New Towns Act, under which new 
towns such as East Kilbride, Glen- 
rothes, and Cumbernauld can build a 
factory for lease at an economic rent 
or outright sale under a 20-year amor- 
tization plan such as that described 
above. 

An economic rent is the price which 
would have to be paid for the rent of 
factory space on the open market. Lo- 
cal authorities estimate the cost as 
high as 5s. 6d., or US$0.76, a square 
foot for new factory space, as compared 
with 1s. 6d. rental by the SIE at the 
Hillington Industrial Estates originally 
and 2s. 9d. at the same estate now. 

Local authorities and other interested 
groups have been working on private 
financing schemes for the building and 
leasing of factory space. 
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WORLD TRADE PUBLICATIONS 





Tax Systems Described 
In New Country Series 


The World Tax Series, initiated as a 
part of the Harvard Law School's In- 
ternational Program in Taxation, con- 
sists of reports which contain authori- 
tative information on national tax sys- 
tems of countries throughout the world. 

The United Nations, and the League 
of Nations before it, have long recog- 
nized the need for providing such in- 
formation. In 1951, the Economic and 
Social Council of the United Nations 
passed a resolution, which was rec- 
ommended to it by the Fiscal Commis- 
sion, requesting the publication of a 
world-wide service of information on 
national tax laws and administration. 

The Harvard Law School offered to 
collaborate in this undertaking. Discus- 
sions led in 1952 to the establishment of 
an International Program in Taxation. 
The World Tax Series was initiated as 
a part of this program, with financial 
support from sixty-six corporations. 

The series is designed primarily for 
those seeking information on taxes of 


other countries—government officials, 
lawyers, tax specialists, firms, or in- 
vestors. 


The report on each country is divided 
into three parts: 

Part 1 describes the background and 
the entire tax structure as a tax spe- 
cialist in that country might explain it 
to one unfamiliar with the system. 

Part II of each report contains a de- 
tailed analysis of the income tax. 

Other taxes which require detailed 
treatment are covered in Part III. For 
example, there might be presented a 
discussion of general sales taxes, export 
taxes, mining taxes, and the like. 

Publication dates and the editors of 
the first three volumes of the series 
are given below. 


TAXATION IN THE UNITED KINGDOM 

Editor: Walter W. Brudno, A.B. 
LL.B., Research Associate in Law, Har- 
vard University. 576 pages. Publica- 
tion: April 22, 1957. $15. 
TAXATION IN BRAZIL 

Editor: Henry J. Gumpel, Dr. Jur., 
M:S., LL.B., Research Associate in Law, 
Harvard University. 408 pages, Publi- 
cation: April 22, 1957. $10. 
TAXATION IN MEXICO 

Editor: Henry J. Gumpel. Dr. Jur., 
M:S., LL.B., Research Associate in Law, 
Harvard University. 350 pages (approx- 
imately). Publication: July 15, 1957. $10. 


Plans for 1957 and 1958 include the 
publication of reports on Australia, Co- 
lombia, France, Germany, India, Swe- 
den, Turkey, and Venezuela. 

The World Tax Series is being pub- 
lished by Little, Brown & Company, 34 
Beacon Street, Boston 6, Mass. 
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"” Books 


= Reports 


Europe in 1960, Volume II of Europe 
Today and in 1960. Paris, France. 
Organization for European Economic 
Cooperation, April 1957. 152 pp. $1. 


The second of a 3-part annual re- 
port, this volume assesses economic 
prospects as a whole for member coun- 
tries of the Organization for European 
Economic Cooperation (OEEC), 


The purpose of the study is to show 
the opportunities for economic growth 
in Europe and to identify and discuss 
major problems with which member 
countries. may be required to deal in 
the coming years. 


The booklet may be purchased from 
the OEEC Publications Office, 2000 P 
Street NW., Washington 6, D. C. 


Greek Crop... ‘doe 


(Continued from page 4) 


find themselves if Greece joined the 
plan without adequate safeguards. An- 
ticipated participation in the free trade 
area is reported to have dampened in- 
terest both in new investment projects 
and in the expansion or reorganization 
of existing industries. 
Tax Rates Lowered 


A new reduced scale of tax rates, 
more generous deductions on personal 
income, and certain tax relief measures 
for industrial enterprises were an- 
nounced by the Minister of Finance on 
March 22. The new rates are designed 
to benefit mainly persons in the medium 


income brackets of 70,000-200,000 drach- ’ 


mas and were introduced in response 
to strong pressure from business or- 
ganizations and the press (30 drach- 
mas=US$1). In view of the extra 
financial burdens placed on the budget 
by the recent earthquakes in Thessaly, 
only half of the reductfon will apply to 
incomes earned in the 18 months ended 
December 31, 1956. The resulting loss 
in 1955-56 revenue is estimated at be- 
tween 50 and 60 million drachmas. 


Private bank deposits continued to 
increase. On March 30 currency circu- 
lation, notes and coinage, stood at 5,706 
million drachmas, reflecting an increase 
of 50 million over the revised figure of 
5,656 million at the end of February. 


Increasing confidence in the drachma 
was reflected in diminished demand and 
lower quotations for the gold sovereign, 
which at the end of March dropped to 
313 drachmas, the lowest level in the 
past 14 months. The gold market de- 


—— 


cline was steady throughout the month, 
despite substantial local purchases by 
the National Bank of Greece and Ath. 
ens to repay the sovereigns borrowed 
from the central bank in November 
1956. 


The Bank of Greece wholesale, and 


retail-price indexes for March reflected 
a rise of 0.4 percent owing mainly to 
higher prices of vegetables and other 
food staples. The cost-of-living index 
rose 0.7 percent. 

The labor situation remained quies- 
cent. Sporadic strikes, such as the walk- 
out in the Cassandra iron-pyrites mines 
in northern Greece and the Sarides 
furniture plant strike in Athens, suggest 
the possibility of increasing emphasis 
on wage readjustments on a_ case-to- 
case rather than a collective basis — 
U. S. Embassy, Athens. 


Haitian Economy .. . 





(Continued from page 2) 


One of the first actions of the bank, 
following the March strike which 
resulted in the dismissal of several 
bank officials and directors, was to 
temporarily restrict small loans. This 
was done by cutting down the payment 
period and limiting the aggregate of 
private obligations to the bank. The 
move was designed to restore confi- 
dence in the bank's position. 
Development Funds Reduced 

The provisional governments which 
followed the downfall of former Presi- 
dent Magloire in December 1956 have 
been trying to live within the budget 
for fiscal 1957. The Government's liquid 
position was maintained, at least 
through January, by sharply cutting 
down the fund for economic develop- 
ment to 3.1 million gourdes for the 
first 4 months of fiscal 1957, as come 
pared with 11.7 million gourdes for the 
like period of the last fiscal year. The 
governments also postponed meeting 
some matured obligations and reduced 
some of the least justifiable payroll and 
expenditure accounts carried by the 
preceding administration. 

Drought conditions have persisted in 
the northern area of the country. Rice, 
beans, cornmeal, flour, and milk will 
be delivered under the U. S. food relief 
program to supplement the work of 
already active private relief agencies. 
This will be the third emergency food 
delivery to Haiti since the 1954 Hurri- 
cane Hazel devastated a large section 
of the country. A community service 
operation for road construction, water 
supply development, and drainage im- 
provement in irrigated areas will be 
introduced in conjunction with the food 
deliveries.—U. S. Embassy, Port au 
Prince, 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 





‘51 Engineering Show 
Among Top 5 in Field 


The second Design Engineering Show, 
scheduled for the New York Coliseum, 
May 20-23, will be 1 of the 5 largest 
annual industrial expositions to be held 
jn 1957 and more than twice as large as 
the initial 1956 Philadelphia show, the 
exposition management, Clapp & Poliak, 
Ine., reports. 

An anticipated attendance of 20,000 
will be representative of virtually every 
major manufacturing company in the 
United States and Canada, and visitors 
from at least 12 foreign countries are 
expected. 

Almost 400 exhibitors already have 
reserved exhibit space at the exposition, 
which has established itself as the 
showplace for the original equipment 
market where products that go into 
the making of end products are demon- 
strated. The types of products to be 
shown include mechanical, electrical, 
hydraulic and pneumatic components; 
metallic and nonmetallic materials; 


fasteners; finishes and coatings; shapes 
and forms, and accessories to product 
development. 


Concurrently with the 1957 show, the 
machine design division of the Ameri- 
ean Society of Mechanica) Engineers 
will sponsor a 3-day conference, May 
20-22, on “innovations in the -design 
engineering field. 

Outstanding authorities in various 
aspects of design engineering will lead 


discussions covering problems, such as 
procedures in developing new designs, 
and the electrical materials, and me- 


chanical aspects of design engineering. 
Great emphasis will be placed on design- 
ing in relation to automation and auto- 
matic processes. 

Inquiries concerning the second De- 
sign Engineering Show and Conference 
and requests for conference registration 
forms may be directed to the manage- 
ment, Clapp & Poliak, Inc., 314 Madison 
Avenue, New York 17, N. Y. 


International Fisheries Fair 
Scheduled in Copenhagen 


Twelve nations will take part in the 
International Fisheries Fair to be held 
at Copenhagen, September 27-October 
6, the Danish press reports. 

The participants, in addition to Den- 
mark and the Faroe Islands, include 
Eastern Germany, France, Great Brit- 
ain, Iceland, Italy, Japan, Netherlands, 
Norway, Poland, Sweden, and Western 
Germany. 

Exhibits will be housed in the Forum 
Building, which provides approximately 
3,850 square meters of display space, 
about 70 percent of which already has 
been rented. Exhibits will include ma- 
rine engines, equipment and supplies, 
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navigational instruments, fish process- 
ing, packing and freezing machinery, 
radio and radiotelephone apparatus, 
fishing boats, nets, commercial and 
sports fishing tackle, and machinery 
for the production of fish meals and fish 
oils. One American firm, Pine Chemicat 
Division, American Cyanamid Co., will 
be represented. 

One feature of the fair will be an 
exhibition of models of trawlers, cut- 
ters, and other ships used inthe fish- 
ing industry. 

Interested American exhibitors and 
visitors may communicate with the In- 
ternational Fisheries Trade Fair, 10 
Puggaardsgade, Copenhagen V, Den- 
mark. 





New Office Equipment 
To Be Unveiled in U.S. 


This year’s most complete display of 
office machinery and equipment includ- 
ing hundreds of new developments never 
before publicly shown will be unveiled 
at the 1957 National Office Machinery 
and Equipment Exposition (NOMA) 
in Los Angeles’ Shrine Exposition Hall, 
May 13-16. 

Thousands of business executives 
from all parts of the United States, 
Canada, Mexico, and many foreign 
countries are expected to attend the 
annual exposition, sponsored by the Na- 
tional Office Management Association 
in conjunction with their 38th Inter- 
national Conference for office executives. 

Over 100 companies are expected to 
exhibit at the 1957 National Office 
Exposition. Two floors of the Shrine 
Exposition Hall will house the spectacu- 
lar office tools and methods displays, 
which will consist of thousands of items 
representing the ultimate in design and 


efficiency, providing visitors with a 
glimpse of the office of tomorrow. 
Included in the new office device 


exhibits will be a telephone which auto- 
matically dials its own numbers; motor- 
ized files which, at the push of a button, 
locate any one of 300,000 documents 
in 3 seconds; “memory-storing” tapes 
which operate typewriters and other 
business machines without clerical help; 
money safes which resist a safecracker’s 
torch; and a portable tape recorder 
weighing less than 3 pounds, 

Further information concerning the 
exposition and conference may be ob- 
tained from the National Office Man- 
agement Association, 132 West Chelten 
Avenue, chaaamnaiaihises 44, Pa. 


w &. ection imports ~ August- 
February 1956-57 totaled 60,000 bales, 
down 45 percent from imports of 110,000 
bales in August-February 1955-56, the 
Foreign Agricultural Service reports. 

Declines were registered for all coun- 
tries except Mexico. 


New World Trade Center 
Foreseen in Chicagoland 


The Chicago Association of 
merce and Industry is staging the + °*% 
annual Chicagoland Fair, June 28-July 
14, at the Navy Pier to focus world- 
wide attention on the “New Chicago” 
as one of the great industrial and 
cultural centers in the world, 


The fair will emphasize the tremen- 
dous growth of the city’s commerce 
and industry and. will be a showcase 
for products produced in the Chicago- 
land area. It will present to buyers 
and the general public a picture of 
things to come which will improve 
their living standards and what the 
future holds for Chicagoland as a new 
world trade center when the St. Law- 
rence Seaway is completed in 1959. 


Six centers, one of which will be 
designated as the “Chicagoland of 
World Trade,” will have exhibits por- 
traying Chicago’s six outstanding at- 
tributes, the themes fdr the exposition. 

Among the expected half million 
visitors will be thousands of retailers 
and purchasing agents from the Chi- 
ago metropolitan area and many buyers 
from foreign countries, 

Inquiries pertaining to space and re- 
quests for more detailed information 
may be directed to Chicagoland Fair, 
Room 516, 8 South Michigan Avenue, 
Chicago 3, Tl. 


Austria To Hold Annual 
Agricultural Exhibition 


The Austrian Agricultural Fair, an 
annual exhibition staged ‘alternately at 
the two Upper Austrian farming cen- 
ters of Wels and Ried, will be held at 
the latter town, August 31-September 8, 

Renowned for some 50 years as a 
showplace of high-grade cattle, the fair 
at Ried will feature attractive displays 
of first-quality dairy produce and other 
farm products, and some of Austria's 
finest livestock. In addition to agricul- 
tural. exhibits, all branches. of handi- 
craft, industry, and trade will be rep- 
resented. 

As a result of growing popularity 
and increased international participa- 
tion, total exhibition space for the fair 
has been expanded to 70,000 square 
meters, of which 20,000 square meters 
will be covered. Rent for covered space 
ranges from 80 to 100 schillings a 
square meter, whereas the rate for open 
air space is 30 schillings a-square meter. 
The minimal rent is 600 schillings and 
a fee of 100 schillings is charged for 
each application (26 schillings=US$1}. 
The deadline for the submission of ap- 
plications for space is June 1, 

Many Austrian and German firms 

(Continued on page 25) 
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World Ports To Be Improved, Expanded | 


Proper handling of the enormous flow of goods in foreign trade 
occasioned by the vast industrialization programs now under way in 
many countries has necessitated expansion of a number of ports 


throughout the world. 


Among important port expansion programs planned or under way 


are those in Argentina, Belgium, India, 
Japan, and the Union of South Africa. 

The General Administration of Ports 
of Argentina has announced plans for 
improvement and reequipment of the 
ports of that country involving an ex- 
penditure of approximately 382 million 
pesos in the 3-year period 1957-59. 

Included in the program is a new and 
much needed passenger terminal for the 
port of Buenos Aires, cost of which is 
estimated at 15 million pesos. Also pro- 
vided for is the purchase of various 
items of equipment, including 15 diesel 
locomotives, 1 floating crane with a 
lifting capacity of 150 to 250 tons, a 
number of mobile cranes for cargo 
handling, forklift trucks, and other 
warehouse equipment. 

Thirty-five to 50 kilometers of rail- 
way line in the ports of Buenos Aires, 
La Plata, Rosario, and Santa Fe are 
to be replaced at a cost of 15 million 
pesos; dredging of the South Dock with 
a view to its eventual use of floating 
cranes will cost 6 million pesos, and 
numerous other projects are to be 
carried out in Quequen, Mar del Plata, 
Rosario, La Plata, and Santa Fe. An 
amount of 12 million pesos has been 
allocated for various projects in the 
ports of Rio Gallegos, San Julian, and 
Santa Cruz, in the south. 


Rosario To Be Restored 


Work, according to recent reports, al- 
ready has begun on the port of Rosario, 
which serves important agricultural and 
industrial zones bordering the Parana 
River. Since its construction many 
years ago this port has greatly benefited 
the local economy. Up to World War II 
Rosario was the world’s second largest 
grain port in terms of tonnage shipped. 
Agricultural products from a large sec- 
tion of the country are sent to Rosario 
for shipment to foreign markets. 

After the port became nationalized 
its activities declined appreciably and 
deprived of its machinery and installa- 
tions, it was allowed to deteriorate. 

Work is now being carried out to re- 
store the equipment and to repair and 
extend its warehouses and workshops 
to meet agricultural, industrial, and 
commercial requirements. 

Greater use of the port will relieve 
to a great extent the present critical 
rail transport situation in Argentina. 
By moving a substantial part of the 
cereals to Rosario for ocean shipment 
rather than to Buenos Aires, a consider- 
able saving in traction power and 
freight cars will be effected. 
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In the pest, entrance “ed levee ships 
into Rosario Harbor has been limited 
by the bar at Martin Garcia Island 
north of Buenos Aires near the point 
where the Parana and Uruguay Rivers 
empty into the Rio de La Plata. 

After 10 months of dredging opera- 
tions in the bar the Ministry of Public 
Works announced 3 months ago that 
the channel had been opened sufficiently 
to premit the admissible draft of all 
ships to be increased from 24 to 28 feet. 
As yet, however, the Argentine marine 
authorities have issued no regulations 
permitting vessels with a draft of over 
24 feet to enter Parana River. 


Antwerp Development Begun 


The firstgstep in implementing the 
10-year plan for development of the 
Port of Antwerp was taken in April 
with the breaking of ground for the 
fifth harbor dock and the industry dock. 
Construction of these new facilities is 
expected to be completed by the end of 
1959. 

The fifth harbor dock will be 11.75 
meters deep and 2,900 meters long, and 
the industry dock will be 1,750 meters 
long (1 meter=3.28 feet). 

Although pleased that extension of 
the port is under way with funds com- 
mitted for 10 years, Antwerp officials 
and interested organizations are not 
pleased that this work will require that 
long. According to competent persons in 
the city the entire project planned for 
the 10-year period will barely suffice 
for the port's present day needs. 


Indian Ports Modernized 


One of the principal factors in India’s 
transport difficulties in the past few 
years has been the overcrowded condi- 
tions of the country’s ports. This situa- 
tion has developed as a result of the 
increased activity engendered by the 
country’s first and second 5-year plans 
and the inability to modernize and ex- 


pand harbor facilities to the extent 
desired. 

Various measures have been under- 
taken by the Government of India to 
alleviate this condition, including the 


opening of new ports and expansion of 
harbor facilities at existing ports, but 
developments in these directions have 
been slow. 

The opening in March of two new 
cargo berths at Kandla, the new west 
coast port in Kutch about 400 miles 
from Bombay, is expected to improve 
conditions to some extent, 


An oil berth at the port began fune. 
tioning in October 1955 and two. pas. 
senger landing berths were opened a 
year later. 
2 transit sheds, and 2 warehouses now 
commissioned, the port is reported tg 
be capable of handling about 2,700 long 
tons of cargo a day and of providing 
storage accommodations for 15,000 tongs 
of goods in transit and 40,000 tons of 
goods on a long-term basis. 


When the two other berths now under 
construction are completed in June it 
is estimated that Kandla will have a 
handling capacity of 1 million tons of 
freight annually. 

In addition to these facilities, 2 more 
cargo berths are now being planned at 
an estimated cost of 33 million rupees, 
the equivalent of $6.9 million. On their 
completion by the end of the second 
plan period, the port will be able to 
berth 7 ships simultaneously and to 
handle approximately 1.8 million long 
tons of freight annually. 


Nagoya To Be Expanded 


One of the principal features of the 
10-year expansion program for the port 
of Nagoya, Japan, is the reclamation of 
large areas adjacent to the port. The 
speed with which the land reclamation 
progresses depends to a great extent 
on the success or failure of the Port 
Authority to sell the land already re- 
claimed, as the sale will furnish funds 
required to continue the project. In 
area No. 9, 2,988,000 square feet already 
have been reclaimed and sold to the 
Chubu Power and Japan Petroleum 
Companies. 

Construction of a bunkering pier has 
been completed in area No. 10 and a 
second pier is under construction for 
the handling of heavy machinery. Be- 
tween these 2 piers, Onoda Cement 
Co. is tentatively planning to build 2 
additional piers with its own funds. 

Area No. 11, comprising a total of 
10,112,148 square feet, is presently 
utilized by the U. S. Air Force as a 
transmitter site. The Port Authority fs 
negotiating with the Air Force for the 
return of this area and three companies, 
Asahi Chemical Co., Japan Gas Chem- 
ical Co., and Toho Gas Co., already are 
competing for the right to build on the 
land when it becomes available. 


New Facilities for Cape Town 


The new passenger terminal under 
the construction at F berth in Cape 
Town's Duncan dock will be completed 
in August of this year at a cost of 
about. $100,000, according to recent 
reports. The terminal, which has long 
been needed in Cape Town, will be 
equipped with the latest modern facili- 


(Continued on page 25) 
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‘Inter-American Highway 


A loan of US$9.54 million granted to 
the Costa Rican Government by the 
Expért-Import Bank under a loan 


| agreement is to be used to finance 


Costa’ Rica’s one-third share of the 
estimated cost of constructing the re- 
maifiing sections of the Inter-American 
Highway in that country. 

Contracts have been awarded for 
surfacing the 145-mile section of the 
highway from San Ramon to the Nica- 
raguan border and the 56-mile section 
from Ballast Pit near Golfito to the 
Platanares River about 45 miles south 
of San Isidro del General. 


The latter contract, for US$9.6 
million, is the largest single project 
undertaken on the highway and in- 
cludes a 1,120-foot bridge over the 
Terraba River. Bids were requested for 
the two remaining impassable sections 
of the highway in Costa Rica—45 miles 
between San Isidro and the Platanares 
River and 33 miles between Ballast Pit 
and the Panama frontier. For the latter 
stretch the contract for bids was let 
last December, but award of the con- 
tract to the low bidder has been delayed 
because of a dispute over the nature of 
the bond submitted. An early decision 
on this matter is expected. 


Work Under Way 


Work on all sections is progressing 
satisfactorily, although there are prob- 
lems: on maintenance of the section 
from Cartago to San Isidro. 

Increased commercial, as well as 
passenger, traffic is in evidence on 
stretches of the highway already com- 
pleted. A significant development is the 
initiation of a regular, modern bus 
service between San Jose, Costa Rica, 
and Managua, Nicaragua. 

It is hoped that by the end of next 
year an all-weather highway connec- 
tior with Panama will be complete. 
This link would connect the United 
States with the Canal Zone. 

A memorandum of understanding 
between the Costa Rican Government 
and the U. S. Bureau of Public Roads 
and the Export-Import Bank loan agree- 
Ment for completing the remaining 
sections of the highway were approved 
by the Costa Rican Legislative Assembly 
early this year. 

By the terms of the memorandum of 
understanding the Bureau of Public 
Roads ceased its force-account opera- 
tions and changed to the contract 
method of construction. — U. S. Em- 
bassy, San Jose. 





Brazil’s exports of leaf tobacco in 
1956 totaled 67 million pounds, 6.5 mil- 
lions above the 1955 level of 60.5 million, 


according to the Foreign Agricultural 
Service, 
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leosta Rica To Complete Moore-McCormack Buys New Fleet 


The Federal Maritime Board has approved an agreement between 
Moore-McCormack Lines and Seas Shipping Co., whereby Moore-Mc- 
Cormack will acquire ownership of the Seas Shipping Company’s fleet, 
popularly known as the Robin Line, the Board has announced. 

Approval of the Federal Maritime Board and the Maritime Admin- 


istration on the purchase agreement 
was required because both lines hold 
operating-differential subsidy contracts 
with the Federal Government. 


Moore-McCormack serves ports of the 
VU. S. Atlantic-east coast of South 
America, North Atlantic-Scandinavia, 
and -U. S. Pacific-east coast of South 
America. Seas Shipping Company serves 
U. S. Atlantic-south and east Africa. 


Under the agreement reached today 
between the companies and the Federal 
Maritime Board, approval was granted 
for the purchase by Moore-McCormack 
of 10 ships formerly operated by Seas, 
6 of which are C3’s and 4 are C2’s. 


Moore-McCormack agrees that it will 
continue to serve with 10 ships the 
U. S.-south and east Africa route for- 
merly served by Seas Shipping Co. 

Moore-McCormack also agrees to un- 
dertake a replacement program where- 
by 8 of the vessels acquired from Seas 
Shipping for the African service will 
ultimately be replaced by new tonnage. 

Under the contract held by Seas 
Shipping Co., which would have expired 
in 1957, there was no obligation for re- 
placement. 

Subsidy payments to Seas Shipping 
Co. under the agreement will cease with 
the completion of voyages in progress 
on date of approval of the sale. It is 
understood that Moore-McCormack will 
act as managing agent under agreement 
with Robin Line for these voyages. 

Present agreements between the Fed- 
eral Maritime Board and Moore-Mc- 
Cormack Lines provide for a building 
program involving over $330 million, 





Indonesia Proposes To 
Buy 5 Railways 


The Government of Indonesia 
following its announced intention 
of nationalizing all railways has 
prepared a proposal to purchase for 
86 million rupiahs 5 Dutch-owned 
railways (11.40 rupiah=US$1). 

The railways are now being op- 
erated as part of the national 
railway system but are rented 
from the Netherlands owners for 
6 million guilders annually. 

Not included among the five 
railways is the Deli Spoorweg 
Mij. in North Sumatra, for which 
the Government says it has no 
present nationalization plans.— 
U. S. Embassy, Djakarta. 














and new obligations «undertaken by the 
purchases from Robin Line are expected . 
to add an estimated $100 million to the 
construction program. 


The sale involves a cash and stock’ 
transaction of $14 million. 

Regarding the Board’s action, Chair- 
man Morse said: “The approval of this 
agreement assures that there will be 
continued service on route 15-A to Af- 
rica and it assures that the ships in this 
service, formerly not covered by a re- 
placement obligation, will now be so 
covered, It is the sincere hope of the 
Federal Maritime Board that this action 
by Moore-McCormack and Seas Shipping 
Co.. will be in the best interest of both 
companies and I am satisfied that it 
will, in the long run, prove of benefit 
to the American Merchant Marine in 
serving the growing trade and com- 
merce of the United States in this vital 
area.” 


New Drydock Planned 


For Havana Harbor 


The Economic and . Social Develop- 
ment Bank of Cuba (BANDHS) has 
signed a contract with the engineering 
firm, Constructora Mendoza, S. A., for 


construction of a drydock in the harbor 
of Havana. 


BANDES has been authorized, by de- 
cree No. 202 of January 27, to build the 
drydock and to issue bonds in the 
amount of 10 million pesos to finance it. 
The bonds will be guaranteed by the 
physical assets and the income derived 
from dock operations. 


The contract, according to published 
reports, calls for construction of a dock 
475 feet long and capable of handling all 
types of merchant vessels, destroyers, 
and submarines that enter Havana Bay. 
A site east of the Naval Station has 
been selected and construction is 
scheduled for completion within 18 
months. 


An engineering officer of the Cuban 
Navy and the New York firm, Fred- 
erick R. Harris, Inc., collaborated with 
Constructora Mendoza in preparation of 
the specifications. 


Operation of the drydock will be 
under the control of the Cuban Navy, 
but its facilities will be available to 
commercial vessels. — U. S. Embassy, 
Havana. 
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Brazilian Railway Work Financed 


The National Economic Development Bank of Brazil by an action 
approved March 19 is authorized to advance the sum of 2,024,858,000 
cruzeiros to the Central Railway of Brazil to carry out various projects. 

Specifically involved, among recommendations made by the former 
Brazil-United States Economic Development Commission, is the con- 


clusion of works covered by projects 
Nos. 3 and 23 and initiation of works 
in project No. 41 (65.70 cruzeiros=— 
US$1 at free-market rate). 

Project No. 3 covers five plans, of 
which the first, or central plan A, al- 
ready concluded, is for expansion of 
sidings on the Paraopeba branch in the 
State of Minas Gerais. 

Plan B provides for renewal of 640 
kilometers of line between Arara, in the 
State of Rio de Janeiro, and Belo Hori- 
zonte, Four hundred kilometers already 
have been finished and a supplementary 
allotment for improvement of the re- 
maining 240 kilometers has been ap- 
proved. 

Plan C, for construction of workshops 
in Horto Florestal to maintain and re- 
pair diesel locomotives, has been con- 
cluded. 

Plan D is for construction of the 
Arara yard. Demolition of a 900-hut 
slum now almost completed will permit 
initiation of this construction during 
the year. 

Plan E provides for acquisition of 
2,007 cars, which already have been 
received and are in operation. 

Improvements in the Central's sub- 
urban services are to be made under 
project 23. With the supplementary 
allotment approved by President Kubit- 
schek the Central will remodel its 
lines between D. Pedro II and Deodoro. 
One hundred trailer cars are to be 
built in Brazil and another 200 will 
be supplied by a British company. 
This project also provides for expan- 
sion of the Deodoro workshops for re- 
pairing electric trains. 

Project 41 covers the narrow-gage 
lines in Minas Gerais. With this supple- 
mentary allotment cars are to be pur- 





English Channel Tunnel 
Under Study 


A project for building a tunnel 
under the English Channel is 
again being studied, according to 
Paris press reports. 

A U. S. company, Technical 
Studies Inc., of New York has in- 
dicated to the British Govern- 
ment that it is prepared to make 
a survey if the British and French 
Governments are willing. 

Construction of the tunnel and 
railroad is to cost approximately 
£100 million—U. S. Embassy, 
Paris. 
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chased, lines renewed in stretches of 
heavy traffic, and track purchased from 
the Volta Redonda steel works. Also 
included in this project is the construc- 
tion of passenger cars and equipment 
for workshops and warehouses in the 
Central's narrow-gage territory.—U. S. 
Embassy, Rio De Janeiro. 


West African Freight 
Rates Up 5 Percent 


Freight rates between 
Ghana and Continental and United 
Kingdom ports were increased by an 
additional 5 percent on April 1, West 
African Shipping Lines Conference in 
London has announced. 

Thus freight rates between those 
countries and Europe have been raised 
10 percent this year, including the 5-per- 
cent surcharge levied on shipments in 
January as a result of increased bunker- 
ing costs. 

Although general cargo rates are 
increased by 5 percent, rates on cement 
and Norwegian stockfish have risen by 
7% percent. Through October 1956 
about 309,000 hundredweight of stock- 
fish valued at £3.2 million were im- 
ported from Norway, and about 396,000 
hundredweight of cement valued at 
about £3.5 million were imported, prin- 
cipally from the United Kingdom and 
Europe. 

Freight rates for cars, trucks, and 
corrugated iron sheeting have not been 
increased and the rate for timber has 
risen slightly less than 5 percent. 

The Conference Lines have agreed 
that because of the present depressed 
world market price for cocoa, its freight 
rates will not be increased by 5 percent 
until October 1. The current cocoa crop 
therefore will not bear any additional 
freight rates since most of it already 
has been shipped. 

As yet there is no definite word that 
rates between West Africa and the 
United States will be raised by 5 per- 
cent. When the 5 percent surcharge 
between Nigerian and Gold Coast ports 
and Europe became effective on Janu- 
ary 15, freight rates between West 
African ports and the United States 
did not change. However, freight rates 
charged by American shipping lines on 
intercoastal shipments between West 
African ports did increase by 5 percent, 
and it is believed that rates between the 
United States and West Africa also will 
be raised by 5 percent in the near 
future.—U. S. Consulate General, Lagos. 





Nigeria and 


——— 


lraqi Air Traffic Up, 
Services Interrupted 


A considerable increase in air trait, - 


both local and international, took Place 
in Iraq in 1956. Most internation 
flights into Baghdad and Basra wer 
suspended temporarily upon Outbres; 
of the Suez hostilities, but a few cy, 
riers maintained service by i 
their flights through Turkey to aygy 
Syria. The interruption to air seryicy 
had no serious effect and service som 
returned to normal. 

Iraqi Airways inaugurated 
service to London via Istanbul ay 
Vienna and for the first time the lip 
operated at a modest profit. The con, 
position of its fleet did not change, by 
an order was placed for delivery of, 
fourth Viscount late this year and ty 
additional Viscounts for delivery iy 
1959. 


A new airport is to be built « 
Baghdad and consultants were » 
pointed to prepare the necessary bi 
specifications. Work finally began m 
installation of a runway lighting system 
at the existing port. 

American airlines operating in Irag 
were granted an extension of ther 
permits for 1 year or until conclusion 
of the proposed air agreement betwee 
Iraq and the United States. Air agree 
ments with Egypt, India, the Nether. 
lands, and Switzerland were ratified— 
U. S. Embassy, Baghdad. 





Coffee Cargo Agreement 
Made by Steamship Lines 


A pooling agreement between U, § 
and foreign steamship lines carrying 
coffee from Brazil to U. S. and Cana 
dian ports provides for an assessment of 
approximately 5 cents a bag to be paid 
by all members of the agreement except 
Lloyd Brasilerio. The agreement hai 
been approved by the Federal Mar: 
time Board. 

Under the agreement, the assessment 
funds will be used for equalization pay- 
ments to Lloyd Brasileiro to assure the 
Brazilian carrier a minimum revenue 
from its coffee carrying for each 
voyage up to a maximum of 48 sailings 
annually. 

Two American companies, Moore 
McCormack Lines and  Mississippl 
Shipping Co., participated in the agree 
ment, Both of the companies are sub 
sidized carriers, but the Board has 
determined that no adjustment will be 
made in the subsidy arrangements by 
reason of the pooling agreement. The 
Board has determined that the agree 
ment creates relationships which tend 
to diminish foreign-flag competition but 
that it does not eliminate the competi 
tion. 
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Portuguese Airline Now 
Offers Expanded Service 


Air transport operations by Trans- 
Aereos Portugueses (TAP) were 
expanded in 1956, according to the man- 
agement’s annual report to stockholders. 
Afr services offered by the Portu- 
company rose—in thousands of 
ton-kilometers—-from about 700 in No- 
yember 1955 to 1,780 in January 1956 
after two Super Constellations had been 
put into operation. Services continued 
at about that level with a peak of over 
2,000 in September 1956, and 1,847 in 
December 1956. 

Load factors were low, however, with 
the passenger load factor at 46 and air 
freight at 41 percent. Receipts totaled 
139 million escudos, or about $4.9 mil- 
lion, and expenses 171 million escuds. 
The operating deficit was covered by 
Government subsidies. 

Statistics show that a large part of 
the operating loss was accounted for by 
the Lisbon-Luanda-Lourenco Marques 
route. The passenger load factor for this 
route was 41 percent and the freight 
factor 37 percent, indicating that the 
company’s long-distance African service 
may be difficult to operate profitably. 

Best results appear to have been ob- 
tained on the Lisbon-North African 
service using DC-3 equipment. The pas- 
senger load factor on this route was 77 
percent and the freight load factor 74 


percent. TAP’s Madrid service also 
showed relatively favorable operating 
results, 


The company’s equipment throughout 
the year consisted of 3 Super Constella- 
tions, 3 Skymasters, and 6 DC-3’s. 

The planned south Atlantic service 
connecting metropolitan Portugal with 
Brazil, scheduled for 1956, has not yet 
been inaugurated. The company gave 
no indication as to when the Brazilian 
service might be started.—U. S. Em- 
bassy, Lisbon. 


World Ports . a . 


(Continued from page 22) 
ties for embarking and debarking pas- 
sengers. 

At Eastern Mole, which is used for 
berthing tankers, installation of gravity 
fenders is near completion. The fenders 
weigh 35 tons each and are similar to 
the ones used at tanker berths in 
Persian Gulf ports. 

A new transit shed with a floor space 
of approximately 59,660 square feet is 
under construction at G berth. This 
facility is expected to be ready for use 


_ by July of this year. 


About $28,000 has been set aside by 
the Union Government to buy new 
equipmhent fdr loading coal on harbor 
tugs. This equipment, consisting of 
conveyor belts and chutes, will do away 
With the present system of coaling tugs 
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with baskets and thereby save consider- 
able time in loading. 


A new refrigerated warehouse now 
under construction at D berth is ex- 
pected to be ready for the 1958-59 
season. This facility will handle all fruit 
exported through the port of Cape Town. 


Activity in the port reached a new 
peak in March, when 900 vessels entered 
and cleared the harbor. This record is 
said to exceed records set in the war 
years 1941 and 1942. 





N. African Telephone 
Cable To Be Extended 


The North African Telephone Cable 
connecting Tunis and Casablanca may 
soon be extended and completed by the 
addition of another Tunis-Sousse-Sfax 
section made necessary by the satura- 
tion of existing overhead lines. 


The Tunisian equipment budget for 
1957-62 provides for this project. 

A 1,429-mile cable with 40 amplifying 
stations installed between 1942-1952 
connects Rabat and Oran; Constan- 
tine and Tunis; as well as Bone, Al- 
geria, and Le Kef and Bizerte in Tunisia. 


The laying of the Rabat-Oran and Tu- 
nis-Constantine cables, about §32 miles, 
begun in 1942 and interrupted by 
the North African campaign, was re- 
sumed in 1946. The Tunis-Constantine 
section was opened in May 1951, a year 
before the Rabat-Oran section. 

The Tunisian section, consisting of a 
trunk line from Tunis to Ghardimaou, 
with connections at Medjez-el-Bab, 
Souk-el-Arba, and Souk-el-Khemis, and 
two derivations, Souk-el-Arba to Le Kef 
and Tebourba to Bizerte, makes possi- 
ble the use of 77 long-distance telephone 
circuits—toward Algeria and Morocco— 
and more than 100 interurban circuits 
in Tunisia. Five amplifying stations 
are in service at about 40-mile inter- 
vals: Medjez, Mateur, Souk-el-Khemis, 
Ghardimaou, and Le Kef, in addition to 
those in the ‘Tunis-Melassine terminal. 

The increased use of communications 
facilities with Algeria and Morocco is 
reflected in the monthly statistics, 
which show an average of 26,000 units 
used in 1951, compared with 10,000 units 
used in 1939.—U. S. Embassy, Tunis. 


Austrie. To oe 


(Continued from page 21) 


already have filed applications for ex- 
hibit space, according to the fair man- 
agement, but it is not yet known 
whether other foreign countries will be 
represented at the 1957 fair. 

Requests for additional information 
may be directed to Osterreichische 
Landwirtschaftsmesse Ried, Oberoster- 
reich, Austria. 

The 1955 agricultural fair at Ried, in 
which 890 Austrian and 180 West Ger- 
man exhibitors participated, reportedly 
attracted 390,000 visitors. 
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TRANSPORT AND 
TRAVEL NOTES 


The Government of Pakistan has rec- 
ognized the Automobile Association of 
East Pakistan at Dacca as a guarantor 
for that area under the international 
convention on motor vehicle traffic. 

Foreign tourist taking their cars with 
them to East Pakistan are now ex- 
empted from customs duties upon pres- 
entation of the standard customs pass 
(Carnet de Passage en Douanes). 

Fot West Pakistan, the Automobile 
Association at Lahore is recognized by 
the Government as an acceptable guar- 
antor under the convention. 

aa aN 


A new Travel Guide to Britain has 
been published by Grayson Services 
(Canada), Ltd. 

The little book presents in handy 
form a wide range of useful and au- 
thoritative travel information, with spe- 
cial stress on ways to economize when 
making a trip to Britain. 














Allocation of exchange to Norwegian 
tourists to visit all European countries 
as well as the United States and Can- 
ada has been raised from 700 crowns, 
or $98, to 1,500 crowns, or $210, per 
person per year. Government officials 
state they do not think the increase in 
exchange will result in much of an in- 
crease in money spent abroad as 
is a limit to how much people can 
ford to spend in foreign travel. 





Montreal in 1956 had an estimated 
3,250,000 tourist and convention visit 
who spent a record $107,372,350, the 
Montreal Tourist and Convention Bu- 
reau reports. 

The city was host to 353 conventiong 
held by 50 or more people and 34 lar 
trade shows, which drew a total of 132,- 
000 convention visitors. 





Automobiles entering Luxembourg 
1956 numbered 999,736, an increase ©! 
36.7 percent over 1955.“Buses entering 
Luxembourg numbered 16,260, a de- 
crease of 74 over the preceding year. 

Number of tourist nights spent 
hotels and pensions was 538,830, a 1. 
percent decline. Americans accounted 
for 38,659 tourist nights, an increase 
of 3,310. 

The Tourist Office attributes the de- 
crease in number of tourist nights to 
exceptionally bad weather last summer. 

Spain’s scheduled and nonscheduled 
air carriers on April 1 raised by 20 per- 
cent their passenger, cargo, and express 
rates. 

Authorizations for the increases were 
published in the Boletin Oficial del Es- 
tado in January and February.—v., S. 
Embassy, Madrid. 
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German Still-Camera Exports Drop 


West German exports of still-picture cameras, including scientific, 
technical, and box cameras, in 1956 decreased slightly in quantity but 
increased 2.7 percent in value, the Business and Defense Services Ad- 
ministration, U. S. Department of Commerce has announced. 

A total of 2,026,079 still-picture cameras were produced, valued at 


166,459,000 German marks (1 German 
compared with 2,- 
042,204 cameras, valued at 162,030,000 


mark = US$0.238), 


marks in 1955. 


Germany’s exports are broken down 
into two classifications, 
technical and scientific purposes and 
other cameras. Exports to the United 
States of the first category dropped 
substantially in both number and value. 

For the first time in several years, 
the total number of other cameras sold 
abroad declined about eight tenths of 


cameras for 





one precent in number; the value, how- 
ever, rose 3.4 percent. The 18 principal 
foreign markets for these cameras in 
1956 took 74.3 percent of the total value 
exported, and the remainder of 25.7 per- 
cent was consigned to all other coun- 
tries. 

Exports of still-picture cameras of 
the Kederal Republic of Germany, by 
principal markets, for the years 1955 
and 1956 are given in the accompanying 
table. 


West German Exports of Still-Picture Cameras, 1955 and 1956 


Special cameras for technical 
and scientific purposes: 


France 


i Sane ie aR ar teks 
China ....... . 


I i Ratatat etnies 
nada . ‘ 
witzerland | 
Es odio 
Total hall iihdieeelibeiiaditsiiataiieessions 
Other still-picture cameras: 
United States ........... ot 
GEE ccicaintthdivn 
United Kingdom 
Canada 
Sweden 
Switzeriand tincent tL PE 
Hong Kong .......... 
Singapore 
Netherlands 
Austria 
France 
Australia 
Denmark 
Belgium 
ape 
Finland 
Mexico 
Other 


Total 














1955 1956 

1,000 1,000 
Number marks Number marks 
134 267 213 70 
1,045 2,846 897 907 
4 31 219 435 
; 16 264 
178 208 136 178 
201 282 113 162 
1,756 2.309 1,412 2,074 
3,318 5.944 3.006 5,010 
303,018 84,797 260,393 36,099 
40,226 9,992 24,877 10,101 
179,951 10,008 144,161 8,182 
74,542 6,352 93,898 7,903 
142,170 8,595 130,921 7,403 
85.075 6,785 88,137 6,999 
87,971 7,331 92,906 6.646 
2,232 4,725 27,932 6,136 
22,643 3,131 180,020 4,994 
167,766 4,401 180,020 4,994 
80.066 §,232 70,685 4,854 
32,200 3.852 43.733 3,759 
94.420 5.346 42,817 3.409 
88,758 4,271 72,875 2,777 
71,544 2,780 76,919 2.660 
51,573 2.068 68,187 2,435 
28,337 966 73,007 2,344 
15,711 1,829 22,670 2,225 
450,683 33.625 476,938 41,597 
2,038, 886 156,086 2,023,073 161,449 


Bource: Der Assenhandle Der Bundes R epublik Deutschland. 








Crude Oil Production in 
Peru Rises 6.6 Percent 


Peruvian crude oil production in- 
creased 6.6 percent in 1956. 

The gain of some 1,137,000 barrels 
“included the products of two new pro- 
ducers. Production to increase is ex- 
pected sligthly in 1957, but this rate 
cannot be maintained for an extended 


period of time unless new oil is dis- 
covered in the Montana area. 

Exports of petroleum products totaled 
7,909,616 barrels, having a value of 
$29,012,960, compared with 7,181,080 
barrels valued at $26,665,087 in 1955. 

Imports, chiefly residual crude and 
aviation gasoline, also showed an in- 
crease over the preceding year. Lubri- 
cant imports totaled 93,548 barrels; 
wax, 32,925 barrels; greases, 6,732 
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barrels; and miscellaneous, 1,230. 

The preliminary exploration work 
completed in 1956 included 4 airborne 
magnetometer projects. A total of 6 
wells were drilled, 4 of which were wild- 
cats and 2 were development wells. 





Brazilian Cement Output Up 


Brazilian cement production increased 
further in 1956 as a result of new pro- 
ducing plants, the U. S. Embassy at 
Rio de Janeiro reports. 

A number of projects for the estab- 
lishment of new cement plants in Brazil 
had been planned, but the high cost of 
foreign exchange is said to have caused 
postponement. 

Plants already under construction, or 
in advanced stages of planning, are ex- 
pected to increase cement capacity to 
approximately 4.5 million tons—23,415,- 
000 barrels—by 1960. 


——e 
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Japanese Shipments 
Of Glassware Climb 


Japanese exports of hand- and ma. 
chine-made glassware in 1956 showed 
a marked increase over 1955 and ang 


expected to continue at the same high 
level in 1957. 


Exports of handmade glassware ay 
expected to increase as this item pre. 
quires much hand labor which is com. 
paratively inexpensive in Japan, 

The future export market for ma 
chine-made glassware, however, is not 
at all promising. Japanese manufac. 
turers feel themselves caught in a crogs- 
fire of competition. On the one side arm 
U. S. manufacturers of machine-made 
glassware and containers who are re 
portedly making large shipments to the 
Southeast Asian countries, while on 
the other hand Southeast Asia now jj 
developing its own glassware industries, 
As these domestic industries improve 
the quality of their product, Japan will 
face increasingly serious local competi- 
tion in what has been regarded ag a 
safe export market for Japanese glass 
ware. 

Handmade glassware manufacturers 
are optomistic that their industry, 
which has been increasing its exports 
since 1954, will continue to expand. The 
industry, however, does have problems 
of higher labor rates and raw material 
costs and shortages of .highly. skilled 
glass blowers, 

Because of the skilled labor shortage, 
no great upsurge in exports to the 
United States is likely. It is hoped that 
the higher labor and raw material costs 
can be passed on to the purchasers by 
introducing new higher priced designs, 





Japan Imports More Hides 
And Skins in Past Year « 


Japanese imports of hides and skins 
in 1956 totaled 76,002 metric tons, vak 
ued at 10,987 785,000 yen, a substantial 
increase over 1955 imports which ap 
proximated 61,944. 


By volume, hides and skins were 
Japan’s most important imports, most 
of which came from the United States. 

A breakdown of hide and skin im- 
ports for 1956 follows (360 yen=US$l): 


Metric tone Value 
Cattle hides 0... 56,770 6,747,881,00 
Buffalo hides .......... " 762 80,124; 
Horsehides oe a» 6,656 691,148,000 
Mule and ass hides..... 386 4, 885, 
Calf and kip skins . 9,284 2,871, 568,00 
Sheep and lamb skins. 1,031 237,482, 
Goat and kid skins......:. 469 39,188,000 
Alligator and 
crocodile skins ......... 7 62,502,000 
Lizard skins vids -- 2,622,000 
Other hides and : 
skins, undressed .... 640° 110)386,000 


Exports of hides and skins amounted 
to only 409 metric tons, valued at 58, 
316,000 yen.—U. S. Embassy, Tokyo, 
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Aluminum Plant To Be 
In Spanish Free Zone 


A new Spanish corporation, Sociedad 
Anonima para la Fabricacion de Alum- 
jnio (SAFA), has reserved 2 million 
square feet in the Zona Franca, or free 
trade area, in the harbor of Vigo in 
Galicia, northwest Spain, according to 
the Spanish Embassy in the United 
States. 

The new plant will produce electro- 
jytie aluminum and aluminum alloys 
and will process aluminum manufac- 
tures, such as wires, cables, plates, 
pipes, and structurals. It will have an 
annual capacity of 20,000 tons and will 
operate mainly for the export market. 

Foreign capital participation has been 
allowed under the Spanish industrial 
foreign-investment law to help provide 
for the import of equipment. 

This factory is the second one to be 
set up in the Zona Franca of Vigo; the 
first was the Citroen automobile plant, 
which applied for space in December 
1956. 

Vigo is the third of the Zonas Fran- 
cas, which are industrial areas free 
from customs duties where products 
are processed for domestic consumption 
but mainly for the export market, to 
be established in Spain. The three now 
in existence are situated in commercial- 
ly strategic locations—Barcelona, Cadiz, 
and Vigo — northeast, southwest, and 
northwest points of the Iberian Penin- 
sula, 


Leather Footwear Production 


In Canada Climbs Steadily 


Canadian leather-footwear produc- 
tion in January 1957 was 104,646 pairs 
higher than that for January 1956 and 
680,553 pairs higher than December 
1956 output. 

Footwear produced with leather soles 
totaled 1,240,984 pairs in January 1957, 
1,059,598 pairs in December 1956, and 
1,322,713 pairs in January 1956. 

Production of footwear by type for 
January 1957 and 1956 follows: 


1957 1956 

Men's ee Ce 814,706 
Boys’ ..... a: . 107,970 108,201 
Youths’ . 22,140 26,281 
Women's and growing 

girls’ , 1,716,907 1,644,210 
Misses : 361,067 358,117 
Children’s and little gents’ 253,264 254,233 
Babies’ and infants’ . . 275,320 239,871 

Total 3,549,265 3,444,619 

Factories in operation in January 


1957 numbered 247 and were located as 
follows: Newfoundland, 2; Nova Scotia, 
1; New Brunswick, 3; Quebec, 144; On- 
tario, 85; Manitoba, 6; and British Co- 
lumbia, 6. 


Moy 6, 1957 





Electric Plant Under 
Way in Australia 


An American firm is building a 
$2,240,000 factory near Padstow, 
New South Wales, to manufac- 
ture electrodes, arc welders, and 
electric motors, according to the 
U. S. Consulate General in Sidney. 

The factory will be located on a 
22-acre site about 10 miles from 
the present factory at Alexandria. 
Construction, which is already 
under way, is expected to be com- 
pleted in 15-18 months. 











Aruba Refinery Shows 
Higher Output in '56 


Petroleum production at the Lago 
Refinery, Aruba, Netherlands West 
Indies, increased in 1956, primarily the 
result of more crude being made avail- 
able by the refinery’s supplier in 
Venezuela. 


Crude runs totaled 165,126,899 bar- 
rels, compared with 162,780,727 barrels 
in 1955 or a daily increase of 5,191 
barrels, 

The major change in type of product 
shipments was a 48 percent reduction 
in motor gasolines which was more 
than offset by increased jet fuel, marine 
diesel, and commercial fuel oil ship- 
ments, the last of which constituted 58 
percent of all product shipments. 

Total product shipments for 1956 
amounted to 156,309,212 barrels, com- 
pared with 155,134,224 barrels in 1955. 
The failure.of shipments to keep pace 
with crude runs is attributed to normal 
fluctuations and to increased consump- 
tion of process fuel by the refinery. 
Local sales, ship’s bunkers, and process 
fuel consumed by the refinery are not 
included in the figures for product ship- 
ments. 

Sales of ship’s bunkers were down 5 
percent. In the congested San Nicolas 
harbor, loading and discharging tankers 
have priority over ships calling for 
bunkers which results in some sales 
loss. The current budget includes funds 
to construct bunkering dolphins on the 
reef that will permit bunkering without 
tying up the busy oil piers. 

Total sales of products marketed 
locally declined slightly because of a 
reduced demand for asphalt, kerosene, 
and other distillate fuels. These Sales 
constituted only a little more than half 
of one day’s production. 

U. S. wheat and flour exports in the 
first 10 months of 1956-57 are estimated 
at 425 million to 430 million bushels, 
compared with 247 million in the like 
period a year earlier, the Foreign Agri- 
cultural Service reports. 


Some W. German Metals 
And Minerals at Peak 


The German Federal Republic’s non- 
ferrous metals and minerals industry 
achieved new production records in sev- 


eral branches—primary aluminum, lead, 
and zinc—although the rate of rapid 
growth in the industry as a whole was 
perceptibly reduced- in 1956, according 
to the U. S. Consulate General at Dues- 
seldorf. 


Total 1956 domestic consumption of 
the major nonferrous metals and min- 
erals dipped slightly below the 1955 
level. The decline was attributed gener- 
ally to the comparatively small produc- 
tion increase in the producers’ goods 
industry, the principal consumer of non- 
ferrous metals and minerals. Only nickel 
was in short supply. 


Total 1956 sales, were above those of 
1955; of these, exports showed greater 
growth. ~" * 

Imports of ores, crude metals, and 
scrap, upon which West Germany is 
largely dependent, increased again in 
1956. 

Higher exports of nonferrous semi- 
manufactures raised the West German 
total to that of the former German 
Reich in 1936. Higher levels of produc- 
tion and consumption of nonferrous 
metals and minerals are anticipated in 
1957. 

Higher costs of labor, coal, and scrap 
in 1956 were reportedly offset by pro- 
ductivity increases. 

Details concerning major trends in 
the industry are contained in dispatch 
No. 127, March 28, 1957, from Duessel- 
dorf on nonferrous metals and minerals. 
Interested firms may obtain a loan copy 
from the Trade Development Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C. 


$2.8 Million Invested in 
New Zealand Tobacco Plant 


Rothmans of Pall Mall, London, is 
investing $2.8 million in its latest ven- 
ture in taking over the National Tobac- 
co Co. Ltd, at Napier, which will 
include new building work and the in- 
stallation of a cigarette plant, the U. S. 
Embassy in Wellington reports.” 


The firm does not intend to use New 
Zealand-grown tobacco in the manu- 
facture of cigarettes, but New Zealand 
leaf’ is to be used in such established 
products as roll-your-own, pipe tobacco, 
and other mixtures, for which it is par- 
ticularly suitable. 

Rothmans new factory in New Zea- 
land will be the latest of the interna- 
tional chain and one of the most modern 
in the world. 
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Hardware Imports for 


Umbrellas Studied 


Upon application by the Umbrella 
Frame America, the 
Tariff Commission instituted an escape- 

into 


clause investigation ae 25 
i . 
the alleged serious, aint ion. from 


imports of umbrella and parasol ribs 
and stretchers, wholly or in chief value 
of metal, 
tubes for umbrellas, wholly or partly 
finished, provided for in paragraph 342 
of the Tariff Act of 1930. 


July 30 has been set as the opening 
day for the hearings. Interested parties 
desiring to be heard should file a writ- 
ten notice with the Secretary of the 
Tariff Commission at least 3 days in 
advance. 


Association of 


in frames or otherwise, and 





U.S: Export Privileges 
Denied to Belgian Firm 


Codechimic S.P.R.L., of Brussels, 
Belgium, has been denied all U. S. 
export privileges for 2 years for un- 
lawful transshipment and diversion of 
U. S.-origin chemicals to a Soviet bloc 
destination, the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce has announced. 

The denial order, effective April 12, 
provides, however, that U. S. export 
privileges shall be restored to Code- 
chimic after.6 months on condition that 
it commit no further violation of U. S. 
export controls. 

BFC stated that early in 1954 Code- 
chimic purchased seven lots of chemicals 
(butyl alcohol, amyl acetate, butyl! 
acetate, and butanol) from American 
suppliers and on arrival of the goods in 
Belgium diverted and transshipped them 
to Poland. These actions were taken 
without notifying its suppliers or 
obtaining a prior authorization from 
BFC, and were contrary to the anti- 
diversion warning placed on the ship- 
ping documents by the U. S. suppliers. 

In reducing. Codechimic’s suspension, 
BFC took into account the fact that the 
respondent had made a complete and 
voluntary disclosure of all the material 
facts of the transaction; furnished 
copies of all pertinent documents; and 


had admitted the transshipments 
involved, ? 

The order prohibits Codechimic, and 
any other person, firm, corporation, or 
business organization with which it may 
be associated, from receiving or other- 
wise participating in U. S. export trans- 
actions, directly or indirectly. The order 
further provides that no other person 
or firm may perform an act or service 
concerning U. S. exports which may 
benefit Codechimic in any way. 


Further Wheat Shipments 
To Turkey Arranged 


A supplemental agreement has been 
signed with Turkey for the sale of 
wheat for local currency totaling $3.2 
million, including certain transporta- 
tion costs, the Department of Agricul- 
ture announced on April 22. 

As in other arrangements under P. L. 
480, the sales will be made by private 
U. S. traders. 

As in the case of the basic P. L. 480 
agreement, about half of the lira pro- 
ceeds from these sales is te be loaned 
to the Turkish Government to promote 
the economic development of that coun- 
try. The balance is to be used by the 
United States to cover the expenditures 
of its official representatives, and for 
educational exchange and publishing ac- 
tivities. 


— f $. DE 
W ool Textile-Import P- 
Hearings Set by ODM 


A public hearing will be held begin. 
ning June 3 by the Office of Defense 
Mobilization on a petition filed by 
National of Wool Man 
facturers on March 14 “to investigate 
or reappraise what we consider to be 
the threat to national security pre 
sented by wool textile imports,” under 
section 7 of the Trade Agreements Ex. 
tension Act of 1955. . 

Requests of interested parties to be with 
heard should be filed with the Office of 
Defense Mobilization, Washington 3, 


D. C., by May 10, and written state 
ments by May 24. sh 
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Hearings Set on Felt Imporh 


The opening day for the hearings put 
under the escape-clause investigation 
into imports of nonwoven wool felts 


which had been instituted on April 122 
has been set for July 23 by the Tariff 
Commission. 

Interested parties desiring to be heard 
should file a written notice with the Ne 
Secretary of the Tariff Commission at 
least 3 days in advance. on 
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